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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CoLoNIAL SEORETARY: 1,
Amended By-law No. 20, made by the
Municipality of Northam, 2z, First and
Second Progress Reports of the Royal
Commission cn the Public Service, 3,

Return showing Port Dues paid by

various shipping at Fremantle (Supple-
mentary Beturn to order of the House,
dated 10th September, 1502).

By the Miwisrer PoR WORES: 1,
Detailed information re Deviation of the
Perth-Fremantle Railway — Heturn to
Order of the House, dated 27th August,
1902.

QUESTION—SUNDAY ENTERTAIN-
MENTS, TO LEGISLATE,

Mr. HIGHAM asked the Attorney
General : Whether it is his intention to
introduce, this session, legislation dealing
with Sunday public entertainment ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL re-
plied : Yes; if there is sufficient time.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN BOARD OF
WORKS, TO ESTABLISH.

M=z. DAGLISH asked the Premier:
t, Whether 1t is the intention of ihe
Government to introduce a Bill for the
establishment of a Metropolitan Board of
Works during the present session. 2, If
not, whether the Government will intro-
duce an amendment of the Metropolitan
Waterworks Board Act to provide that
the rating system shall be applied within
all municipalities supplied by the board.
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Tee PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2z,
The question is being considered.

SELECT COMMITTEE, CHANGE OF
MEMBER.

On motion by Me. YELveErTON, MI.
Johnson was elected to fill a vacancy on
the select committee appointed to report
on the Friendly Societies Act Amend-
mwent Bill.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by the Premier, and read
a first time.

ELECTORAL BILL.

Introduced by the Preaier, and read
a first time.

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS BILL.

Introduced by the PrEmier, and read
a first time.

PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL,
Read a third time, and returned to the
Legislative Council with amendments.

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT AMEND.
MENT BILL.

SECOND EEADING (MOVED).

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Walter James),
in moving the second reading, said:
Members are, no doubt, aware that the
legislation which this Bill proposes to
amend and extend is dealt with in the
original Act passed in 1824, That Act
established the Agricultural Bank, and
defined the duties of the bark and the
purview of ils operation. There have
been since that time amendments passed
in 1896 and 1899. The present Bill
proposes to extend the operation of that
Act on lines which I think will commend
themselves to every member of the House.
By the principal Act of 1894 it is pro-
vided that an Agricultural Bank shall be
established, and shall be placed under
the care of & manager, the funds being
raised by bonds. “There is a limit of
the capital to the amount of £100,00
That was extended by the amending
Act of 1899 to a limit of £200,000; and
one of the amendments now proposed
is still farther to extend that liwit to the
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amount of £300,000. By Section 18 of
the principal Act, it is provided that
advances wmay be made to farmers and
other cultivators of tbe soil on the
security of their holdings in fee simple or
under special occupation lease, or con-
ditional purchase from the Crown. Those
are the only two kinds of title recognised,
fee simple or leaseholds held from the
Crown by either special occupation leases
or conditional purchase ; and the advances
are made for the purpose of making im-
provements on unimproved holdings or
adding to improvements already made on
holdings. The object therefore of the
principal Act was to grant mouney to
enable improvemeunts to be made on
unimproved holdings or to add to im-
provements already wade on holdings.
By Section 21 provision is made to de-
fine improvements for the purpose of
the Act. Improvements include clearing,
cultivation, and ringbarking, but it 1s
laid down that the expression does not
include any otber kind of improvements.
The Act also provides that no advance
shall exceed one-half of the fair esti-
mated value of the improvements pro-
posed to be made, and at no time shallan
advance or advances to any one person
exceed the sum of £400. Those pro-
visions have been modified by the amend-
ment to which I have referred to this
extent, that instead of limiting the
advance to one-half of the value of the
improvements proposed to be made, it
stands now at three-quarters of the value
of those improvements; and iostead of
imposing a restriction of £400, the maxi.
mum is now £800. But the udvances
are restricted to the value of the improve-
ments mentioned in the original Act.
The value upon which the advance is
granted is the value of the improve-
. ments proposed to be made. The Act
attaches no importance whatever to the
value of the land or to the value of the
improvements which are already made,
the object being to secure that the money
advanced by the bank shall be used for
the purpose of carrying out defined im-
provements, and directly to improve the
value of the land npon which the advance
is made. Those restrictions somewhat
limit the usefulness of the bank, because
you make advances only for certain
limited improvements. The Limit of the
advance is £800; but that is farther
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restricted by the fact that you make this
advance upon a valvation of the improve-
ments 10 be made, so that you may bave
land of very great value, improved or
unimproved, but no advauce whatever
can be made upon tbe strength of that
value. The amending Bill deals with that
question,and proposes by Clause 2 that the
manager shall have power to makeadvances
on the security of improved holdings, to
farmers and other cultivators of the soil,
to enable them, first, to pay off liabilities
already existing on their holdings.
This gives the bank a power it does
not enjoy at present. Secondly, to carry
on farming, agricultural, horticultural,
or viticultural pursuits on their holdings.
Thirdly, to add to the improvements
already made on their boldings, I pro-
pose to alter Sub-clause 2 to make it a
little bit clearer, and insert after the
word “farming,” the words '"and graz-
ing,” so that it would then read “tlo
carry on farming and pgrazing, agri-
cultural, horticultural, or viticultural
pursuits on their holdings.” That amend-
ment will carry out whut was the inten-
tion of the framer of the Bill, and what I
believe to be sufficiently covered by the
Bill as printed, but out of abundant
caution we effect that amendment to
make it clear. One of the main objects
in introducing that amendment is to en-
able the cultivator of the soil to obtain
advances from the bank for other than
the restricted purposes provided for in
the origingl Act. For instance, we could,
under this clause, advance money for the
purpose of purchasing stock. No ad-
vance would be made in any of these
cases unless it was upon the security of
the land. Tf we had that Clause 2 by
itself we should at once be met by
the difficulty under the Agricultural
Bank Act of 1894, even if you enlarged
the definition of “improvement” to
include stock, you could hardly give a
person an advance for the purpose of
stocking his land unless you altered the
earlier section, which provides that an
advancecan onty be made on the value of
the improvements proposed to be made.
‘We could ot well give an advance upon
stock only, and so we want to avoid that.
There are other instances too where it will
be pecessary to liberalise the conditions
“of this Act, and to provide in connection
therewith that advances made under this
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Bill shall be on the basis of valuation of the
land itself. Clause 4 provides that noad-
vance under this Bill shall exceed one-half
of the fuir estimated value of the laud, with
the improvements made and proposed to
be made, and that at no time shall an

advance exceed £1,200, so that for the .

purpose of advances under this amending
Act we enable the value to be placed on

the land. Under the original Act as I °

have explained already that cannot
be done. However valuable land may
be, improved or unimproved, no money
can be advanced on its value, even
although it may be desired and intended
to use the money for the purpose of
carrying on farming operations as defined.

M=z. IrvLingworTH: You mean free- .

hold, I suppose ?

Tee PREMIER : Frechold or special
occupation or homestead farms.

Me. InnineworTH: What is the value
of that ?

Tae PREMIER: That does appear
later on in the clause.
land upon which advances may be made
under this Bill are the same as the classes

of land upon which advances can be made '

under the principal Act.
M. IrnivaworTn : But if the land is
not paid for?
Tee PREMIER : Thatis provided for.
Me. Jacosy : Whatabout the improve-
ments ? .
Tae PREMIER: It is obvious that it
would be undesirable to advance npon
conditional purchase leases, or upon any

interest less than freehold, to the same .

extent aa you would upon fee simple. I
understand that in relation to the latier
part of the clause there are some members

of the House who think there should not

be the special provision which is contained
in Clause 4, Sub-clause 2; but the Govern-
ment think it desirable that there should
be that provision, which enacts that, in
case of land not held in fee simple,
suoch value shall be reduced by the
amount of all rent payable and te become
payable to the Crown in respect of
such land before the issue of a Crown
grant. In other words, under the terms
of those leases referred to, a person
has a right to the fee simple on per-
forming certain improvement conditions,
and on paying a cerfain sum of money.
‘We do not propose to insist that he shall
reduce from the fee simple value the

[ASSEMBLY.]

The classes of |

Second reading.

money value of the improvements, but

we say he shall reduce from that the
i amount of rent payable and to become
' payable to the Crown, It must be borpe
in mind that these leases are held under
certain conditions, and that there is no
guarantee that the conditions will be
carried out. To'the extent, therefore, to
which we make advances on securities of
that nature and disregard the improve-
meat conditions, we aregoing much farther
than any private institotion would do;
but on the other hand these holdings are
the holdings under which our agricultural
development is going on to-day, and if
we desire this bank to serve the end
intended, toencourageand stimulatesettle.
- ment, it is essential that we should have
- provisions of this nature. Moreover, the
great bulk of the wmoney advanced voder
this Bill will—although the Aet does not
say so in express terms—be used for the
improvement of the land itself. In those
cases where money is granted for the
purpose of purchasing stock, of eonrse that
observation will not apply. You cannot
" identify stock with the land. Stock may be

here to-dayand gone to-morrow, buton the

other hand that is a risk we may well run.

I do not think any member will cavil at the
- asgertion thatany advances made for the
, purpose will be meeting a long-felt wantin
. this State, a want that is becoming more
, urgentand more imperative every day, and
in the great majority of cases those to
whom advances are made will serve a
. useful purpose, and we shall not in many
cases find that, after advances have been
made with the object of improving land
or directly obtaining stock, the money
has been applied to other purposes.
I want to point out that although we
have the value of that conditioval pur-
chase land, the improvement conditions
would not justify an ordinary wortgagee .
in mwaking the advances which we shall
make.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH:
gecurity ?

Tre PREMIER: The land reverts to
us iz ¢ase of nonpayment.
| M=z. TiLingworTH: If the improve-

ments be not made, where is your

security ?

Tue PREMIER: I wish to point out
that, with the exception of those advances
which are used for the purchase of stock,
the money is put into improving the land,

Where is the
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and therefore the State gets those im-
provements back, either as mortgagee or
as landlord. 'We run so little rigk that
the great good to be accomplished by
thig provision ought to justify our passing
the Bill. Of course if the money be
borrowed to carry on mixed farming or
to improve the breed of stock, and a week
afterwards the borrower use it for other
purposes, that iy no doubt a risk, and a
rigk which would uppreciably affect the
mind of the ordinary lender. But so
great good is to bLe obtained by en-
courayging mixed farming and providing
the necessary breeding stock amongst
those already settled in our midst, that
wa can well afford to run the risk, con-
gidering the advantage which will acerue
to the State as a whole. This is the
main alteration to be effected by the Bill
—the question of policy as to whether
advances should be made on somewhat
different lines from those of the Act of
1894, which in effect suid: “ We shall give
you money for the purpose of putting in
ymprovements ; but we shall advance you
only one-half ” —alterwards altered to
three-fourths—“of the value of the
lwprovements you propose to make by
virtne of the money we give you.” The
effect was that we gave, suy, £100 for
the purpose of making the improve-
ments, and in consideration of that
advance improvements had to be made
representing £133.

Me. Iruinoworrs: No; pound for
pound.

Tae PREMIER: No; three-fourths.
Under the old Act we can always say
* The improvements to be made with this
money will entail en you, the borrower,
the obligation of putting some of your
own money, either in hard cash or in
labour, into earrying out those improve-
ments.” Those lines, as hag been well
said, are abundantly safe; but by the
present Bill we are widening and liberal-
ising the Act, because it has been found
necessary in its working to widen and
liberalise it. Last year the select com-
mittee who sat on this question made
recommendations which we bhave not
entirely followed in the Bill, because we
thought they went farther than is at
present justifiable. The committes took
evidence dealing with proposals to allow
advances to be made for discharging
existing mortgages, fur the purchase of
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stock, and for expenditure on orchards,
vineyards, and other like purposes; and
they recommended that the operations of
the bank beextended to allow of advances
for the purpose of paying off interest on
louns from private sources on the secarity
of apricultural properties.  This we
allow in the Bill. Secondly, they recom-
mended that advances be made to
purchase stock; and that provision we
intrnd to be covered by SBub-clanse 2 of
Clause 2. Thirdly, they recommended
that there should be advances for the
improvement and development of agri-
cultural, horticultural, viticultural, or
pastoral resources. The Government are
not prepared to go to the extent of
advancing on purely pastoral land. If
the money is to be used to purchasestock
to carry on mixed farming, the Gov-
ernment think such extension of the
bank's operations fully justifiable; but
to extend the operation of the Act simply
and entirely’ for carrying on pastoral
work the Government do not think a
desirable alteration at the present moment.
I amn glad to hear from the member for
HBeverley (Mr. Harper), by his inter-
jection that it was intended by the
committee that pastoral and agricul-
tural operstions must be carried on in
conjunction, by borrowers. Members
will see we practically cover that pro-
posal by Clause 2 of the Bill. Then
there is a farther recommendation from
the committee that in no case should the
nmount of the advance exceed £3,000.
The Government think that maximum
too high, and that the advance toany one
person should not exceed £1,200. That
18 the limit placed upon it by Clause 4 of
the Bill; and I should say that for the
class of farmer we desire to encourage,
and who has a right to expect encourage-
went from the State, £1,200 is an ample
maximum. But to prevent the ‘ big”
man cotming into competition with the
“small” man, we provide by Clause 6
that applications for advances under
£500 shall have priority over those for
larger amounts.

Me. Hanrer: How can effect be given
to that?

Tae PREMIER: It must be left to
the manager; because it is obvious that
Clause 6 in practical operation wonld
not have effect unless the two applications
referred to came in at the same time;
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and that of course would hardly ever
occur. But I take it that clause is

inserted more for the purpose of guiding
the bank manager.

Mr. Horrrns: There might be a bad |

season, and a considerable number of
applications.

Tae PREMIER: But there could
hardly be two of the sorl contemplated
on the same day, when the question
might arige. However, it might be laid
down by regulation of the Governor that
applications should be dealt with every
month, or at any longer or shorter
interval. But the Gtovernment think it
desirable to insert that proviso, mot
putting too many restrictions in the
clause itself which might unduly tie the
hands of the manager, but affirming the
principle that as far as possible preference
shall be given to applicants for advances
under £500 as against those who apply
for the larger amount,

Mg. InzineworTE: Thus satisfying
more people.

Tee PREMIER: Not only satisfying
more people, but assisting those small
farmers we desire to assist. I have
already pointed out that by Clause 7 we
extend the amount of capital advanced to
the bank from £200,000 to £300,000.
In connection with that clause, as in con-
nection with the original Act, we have
always behind us the reassuring fact that
while we have the bank managed as it
has been managed in the pust—if we can
be satisfied that the bank will always be
managed by the same or a similar
manager—the present and future Parlia-
ments will be prepared td give him a
perfectly free band, believing, as all
believe who watch the operations of the
institution; that no money has ever been
spent more beneficially to the State than
the money distributed by the Agricul-
{urel Bark. Just to make it certain,
however, that the principle contained in
the Act of 18%4 remains intact so far as
the advances under that Act are con-
cerned, we provide by Clause 5 of the
Bill that the principle of valuations pro-
vided by Clause 4—that is, half the value
— shall not apply to advances made under
the principal Act, where the margin of secu-
rity is three-fourths, so that when we wish
to make a departure on lines thought to
be less gafe, we have a wider margin of
security, and insist that advances shall
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be made up to only half the value.
Where we are making advances under
the principal Act we are more liberal,
and allow the margin to be 25 per cent.,
that of course being an additional cover,
as we have the value of the land and of
the existing improvements. As hon.
members know who understand its prin.
ciples, thig is a Bill which will appeal
more strongly and directly to agricultural
representatives than to those who do not
8o closely and personally know the wants
of agriculturists. My own desire is at
all times to give every pussible facility to
those who wish to utilise the provisions
of the Agricultural Bank Act. I believe
we shall now have unique opportunities
of securing a settled and extensive agri-
cultural population in this State; and I
personally think that hardly any sacrifice
great, if we reasonably believe
that the money we propose to venture
will be suceessful in bringing to our shores
additional population, and in makin,

those who are with us more settled an

contented. For myself, I shall always
have the utmost pleasure in carrying out
wherever practicable the recommendations
of a select commitiee so representative as
that which dealt with this question last
gegsion, on which we had the mmembers for
Beverley (Mr. Harper), Boulder (Mr.
Hopking), Swan (Mr. Jacoby), Moore
{Dr. O’Connor), and Wellington (Mr.
Teesdale Swmith). We have not heen
able to go to the extent they desired,
although I do not think that they will
gquarrel with the Bill now before the
House. I submit it to hon. members
with this final word. I am absolutely
cerfain that the provisions contained in
this Bill, the liberalising influence and
tendency which the measure will have on
the original Act, will result in ag great if.
not in greater benefits than the Agri.
cultural Bank Act of 1894 has conferred
on this State.

Hon. ¢. THROSSELL (Northam):
In this little Bill there are some points
which I think need coosideration. I
fully recognise the desirableness of an
enlurgement of the original Act, and that
some effect should be given to the recom-
mendations of the select cominittes, so as
to enable small selectors to purchase
stock. On that matter Clanse 2 is not
quite clear; for Sub-clause 1 reads, “ to
pay off all liabilities already existing on
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their holdings, to carry on farming,
agricultural, horticultural, or viticultural
pursuits.” It is quite clear that there
an error is committed. The sub-clause
should read: “to carry on grazing, agri-
cultural, horticultural, or viticultural
pursuits on their holdings.” However, I
desire to say a few words with regard to
paying off the mortgages. The provision
for that is well intended; but I do not
anticipate that the Bill will be taken
advantage of to a large extent, as it
deals mainly with the *““small” man.
We can imagine a case where, as already
explained, half the value of a holding is
under this Bill to be advanced to the
borrower; and we can imagine a man
holding £1,000 worth of property, the
deeds of which are lodged in a private
bank as security for an advance of £500.
Under the Bill the mortgagor would be
eligible for an advance from the Agricul-
tural Bank of only £500. To make
such advance would be putting the man
himself in a better position, but it would
give no return whatever to the country;
for, when he had taken the £500
to discharge his obligation to the
private bank, he would have received
all the Act allowed him to borrow.
I shall not say anything against that
because, after all, the man is placed in &
better position. Instead of having to
pay a high rate of interest and being
subject to the liability of having the loan
called up any day and possibly his holding
taken away from him, he would be paying
a lower rate of inlerest on a loan granted
on the more genérous terms offered by
this Bill. It is quite clear, bowever, that
no gain will result to the State from
relieving that wan. In such circum-
stances, the owner of a property worth
£1,000 would borrow £500 from the
State on better conditions for himself;
but beyond that there is no advantage
whatever to the State. We know that
the Eastern States have raised the limit
of borrowing to far beyond £500, that
they lend thousands for the purpose of
placing settlers in & better position.

have nothing to say against the clause,
but merely wish to point out that no
advantage to the State can result from it.
The great difference between this Bill and
the existing Aot—the difference which
accounts for the bank manager being able
to tell us after eight years’ work that he
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has made a loss of only £10—1is that the
Act provides, whilst this Bill does not
provide, that all the money to be borrowed
shall be returned {o the land and so
become additional security. That is the
great difference between this amending
Bill and the original Act. With regard
to Sub-clanse 2 of Clause 4, I think there
is more serious objection, though the
provision is well intended. The sub-
clause provides:—

In the ease of land not held in fee eimple,
such one-half value shall be reduced by the
amount of all rent payable and to becowe pay-

able to the Crown in reapect of such land
before the issue of a Crown grant.

Thus, clearly the progressive man is penal-
iged. A progressive man may have taken
up land on econditional purchase and
during the first five years of his tenure
have effected considerable improvements
with his own capital He then applies
to the Bank for a loan on his property,
which has a market value of £500. But
since he has paid rent for five years only,
15 years' rent has to be deducted from
the amount he intends to borrow. To
make it quite clear, I may put the matter
in this way. A man eligible for a loan
of £250, his property being declared
worth £500, would bave £187 10s.
deducted for 15 years’ rent in advance.
Thus, the man with a property worth
£500 and eligible for an advance of £250
would, in the result, be able to borrow
only the paltry sum of £62 10s. I
regard this clavse asa mistake : certainly,
it 18 altogether unnecessary and ought to
be struck out. The property, havin

been appraised at amarket value of £500,
should be eligible for a loan of £250
without any deduction whatever. By
those who know the subject it will be
readily recognised that the conditional
purchase holder who has made improve.
ments on his land is in a better position
to sell his property, or the State isin a
better position to sell the property, than
if it were freechold. The fact of five
vears’ rent having been paid and 15
years’ rent still remaining to be paid
brings the property within the reach of a
small man; whereas, if the 15 years'
rent additional to the five years’ had been
paid, the property might be beyond the
reach of the small man. T hope I have
made it clear that the sub-clause is
altogether unnecessary. If a conditional
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purchase property is valued at £500, it
should be eligible for a lean of £250 in
just the same way as if it were a frechold
property. I have consulted friends in
this House who understand the measure,
and I may say that I have also spoken
to the Minister for Lands in regard to it.
I think the Minister now sees pretty
clearly the force of what I urge. Wish
regard to advances for viticultural and
orchard purposes, I think cur aim should
be to encourage in every possible way the
settlement of land in the shape of vine-
yards and orchards. It becomes a duty
to point out, however, that security of
this nature is attended with the greatest
possible danger. I am prepared to take
some risks; but, at the same time, I wish
to make it clear that we know what we
are doing in the watter. It is plain that
where an orchard or a vineyard forms
portion of a larger estate, little risk,
indeed no risk, i rum in- advancing
money. Where, however, an orchardora
vineyard of 100 acres forms the whole of
an estate, the security is clearly attended
with danger; because, if anything goes
wrong with the orchard or vineyard, the
whole estate goes wrong. In one district
an orchard or a vineyard can be laid down
and made a going coneern in return for a
capital outlay of £5 or £10 an acre, while
in another district the same end will takea
good, honest £20 to attain. Therefore,
it is clear that the greatest care will
have to be observed in the valuation of
vineyard and orchard securities, where
the estate is a small one and consists
entirely of orchard or vineyard land.
We have to remember, in such cases,
that if the vineyard or orchard goes
wrong the whole security is gome. Of
course, as I said before, if the 100 aeres
of orchard or vineyard form portion
of, say, a 500-acre estate, it is anoiher
matter altogether, the additional 400
acres constituting an ample security. I
believe the Bill will do good in this par-
ticular direction. Wisely carried out
and liberally interpreted, it should tend
towards the attainment of what, after all,
ie the chief object set forth by the report
of the select committee which inquired
into the operations of the Apgricultual
Bank during last session—that a con-

siderable area of second and third-class

lands may be taken up for the purpose
of grazing sheep. Not for the purpese
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of grazing sheep in large numbers, be it
noted. I think it is as great an advan-
tage to have close settlement in regard to
stock-raising as in regard to agricultture
pure and simple. We are living in days
fortunate for the grower of stock, though
unfortunate for the consumer. Meat is
very dear, and the man with, say, 400
sheep may look for & good return. I
amglad to observe that the maximum
amount of loans is proposed to be raised
by this Bill from £800 to £1,200. Thus
the man who under the Act has already
exhausted his borrowing power by get-
ing o loan of £800, and while having
ample security is no longer eligible for
a loan, will, under this Bill, be able
to borrow au additional £400. I hope
that when the Bill is in Committee the
amendments which I have referred to
will be made. Certainly, Sub-clause 2
of Clause 4 ought to be struck out; for,
instead of penaliging the progressive man,
we ought to offer him every encourage-
ment. The chief consideration of the
Government must be: Is the security
there? How much will the property
fetch in the market? If those questions
be answered satisfactorily, the manager
of the bank will, under this Bill, be
justified in advaneing half the value of
the property.

Mr. C. HARPER (Beverley): I am
glad the present Government have
realised the success which has followed
the operations of the original Act.
Recollecting the degree of hostility which
the Agricultural Bank Bill, as originally
drafted, encountered here, one is really
refreshed to find that the House now
feels some little confidence in the capacity
of the farming commuuity to improve their
holdings and in their readiness honestly
to pay their debts. The present Bill
has one or two defects, as bas been
pointed out by the member for Northam
(Hon. G. Throssell). Sub-clause 2 of
Clause 2 might have been better framed.
The word “farming” might have been
accepted as a generic term Lo include all
the rest of the terms set forth. “ Fann-
ing,” however, has not been used in that
sense, and thus the necessity arises for
proceeding to specify other braunches of
farming. “ Glrazing,” however, is not
mentioned as a branch of farming. The
select committea on the Agricultural
Bank dealt with the matter in another
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form, by recommendicg the statement of
a specific direction 1n whick money
advanced should be expended. I ¢annot
help thinking that thiz sub-clause ought
to be framed so as to express more fully
and clearly what is intended. After all
we must rely largely on the discretion of
the bank manager, and that is the point
at which I think many people go astray
in their desire to bind the manager by
cast-iron rules in dealing with elaslic
circumstances. The result is to put the
manager in an impossible position. I think
that if we confine ourselves to providing
that there must be sufficient security, we
can leave other details to the discretion
of the manager; for that, after all, is
what has produced the success of the
policy in the past, and that alone, I feel
confident, will produce success in the
future. The Premier, in moving the
second reading, said that it was justifi-
able to run some risk in advancing money
for the purchase of stock. T do not
recogunise that the State will run any
risk at all, for the security is there. The
man who borrows the money will run
the risk. He hands over his security;
and if he loses on his stock it is his
lookout, and not the State’s. Everything
hinges on the security. Therefore, I con-
sider the expression used by the Pre.
mier, that the State may run some risk,
is migleading. The Dbusiness of the
manager is to see that there is ample
margin for security, in his opinion. I
feel confident that Sub-clause 2 of Clause
4 is a wistake; because, as the member
for Northam has pointed out, if we
reduce the amount available for borrow-
ing by the amount of rent which has to
be paid, a wrong position is created.
That is to say, we shall be practically
asking a man to pay money, which is not
due for many years to come, without
rebate.

Mg. Irrnizeworra : No; we reduce
the value of the security om which an
advance is made.

Mr. HARPER : I know that. The
point I wish to make is that if the words
“one-half,” in the first line of the sub-
clause, were struck out, it would read all
right and would put the position fairly.
Otherwise, the class of man referred to i1s
altogether shut ont from the benefits of
this Bill. Indeed, he can readily get

money from outside sources om easier |
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terms than those offered by the Bunk,
because his security will be ample, for the
amount of money due on the land is so
far ahead that it meets itself. It is an
unfair thing to take ome-half, but it
would be fair enough to take the whole
of it. I should say this must be a
mistake in drafting. With regard to the
other point raised by the Premier, that
of paying off mortgages, I think, as has
just been pointed out by the member for
Northam, in that case it would be fairer
that the operation of the original Act
should never come into force. Supposing
a person had a property worth £1,000
with a liability of £500, he could only
pay off that £500, but if he were allowed
to borrow three-gquarters of the value for
improving the rest of the estate, the State
would be getting something out of it;
yet under the conditions a man could do
no more than pay off the liability. If it
is sound business to advance three-
quarters of the value under the original
Act, it will be just as safe to advance
three-fourths in this case. Beyond pay-
ing off his liahility, the borrower would
have something for farther permanent
improvement. The Bill only allows one-
half, but by the original Act three-fourths
is allowed.

Tae Prexuier: We allow him three-
fourths on the improvements, and we
hold in hand the land as well.

Mr. HARPER: After a man has got
rid of the liability he will be able to
improve his property. and then he
improves the security held by the State.
‘What the man puts on is not cash, but
work. He puts on the £250 which you
have advanced to him under the principal
Act. The Bill proposes to lend money
to pay off the security. TFirst of all you
get the advice of the manager if the land
18 worth more {han one-half, and baving
received the advice you put the man in
the position of improving his land. We
should assist him if we can. The point
taken by the hon. member fur Northam
ig that you assist the man and not the
State. I wunt to go farther and assist
both.

Tae Premier: If you admit that
principle, we can simphfy the Bill in a
few lines. '

Mg, HARPER: That is the principle
underlaying the Bill. I hope when the
measure gets into Committee we shall be
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able to deal with the pointzs I have
raised, and I believe the Bill can be
improved on these lines.

Mz. F. ILLINGWORTHE (Cue): The
Government have acted wisely in extend-
ing the operation of the Act, which has
proved itself to be a greal success. I
believe, however, and I think I have said
thig before, that we owe all the success
to the wonderful capabilities of the
manager. I hope this bank will always
be under the control of a man of equal
calibre to the present munager. I want
to point out to the House that by Sub-
clause 1 of Clauge 2 we change this bank
altogether: it now becowmes a land bank.
Before it was an agrienltural bank, which
lent money for the purpose of promoting
agriculbure.  This sub.clause will make
it a land bank, and that is the one point
which I think we are to consider, and the
only point I would like the House to
discuss. I am not going to express any
opinion as to that at this stage, and
perbaps not later, but I think we ought
fairly to understand what we are doing.
I am inclined to think this departure,
for it i3 a departure, ought to have its
limitations. As far as I read this clause
now, any person who has a mortgage on
his holding may ake an application to
this bank for money to pay off the mort-
gage. A man may have a mortgage of
£500 on his land, and he can apply to
the bank for money, and if the bank is
satisfied with the seeurity it can lend
him £500 to pay off his mortgage.
Whether the bank would do that I do
not know, but the bank can do it, and
consequently that makes the bank a land
bank and pot an agricultural bank,
because in making that change we do not
prowmote agriculttre in any way, We do
not increase the value of the holdings;
we do not increase the improvements or
settlement at all. The whole operation
of the existing Agricultural Bank iz to
prowote settlement. Now we take a step
farther on which we propose to take on
also the responsibilities of a land bank.
It seems to me we perhaps are going a
little too fast. I would rather see this
clause eliminated; but if the House thinks
it desirable to take the step, I would
strongly urge that there be a limitation.
If, for instance, a man with a property
worth £1,000, on which he has a mortgage
of £500, makes application for money to
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pay off that mortgage, 1 think that pro-
posal cught not to be entertained; but if
a man makes an application for £500 and
proposes to pay off a mortgage of £250
and spend £25( on farther improvements,
I think that application ought to be
entertained, and 1t is only to this extent
T would feel justified in supporting Sub-
clause 1. 1 think the Premier will recog-
nise the point I am endeavouring to make.
It is that we ought not simply to take the
money of the State to relieve existing
mortgages. The only advantage the indi-
vidual would secure 15 a difference in the
interest and the convenience of repayment.
I do not think that is sufficient ground on
which to lend money, because we have
not enough money to go round ; the whole
of the money allowed by the Bill would
be almost immediately absorbed. If at
present a man makes application for
money and he iz willing to carry out
certain improvements, the bank will lend
that man three.quarters of the value
of the improvements. That is a great
stimulus to agricultnral settlement ; butif
we let & man come and say, “I have
a mortgage on a property, L am paying
eight per cent. to the bank, I would
like to borrow from you as I shall get
better conditions,” that is a desirable
proposal, but it is not sufficiently de-
sirable as it does not encourage agri-
culture in any way. 1 do not think a
man ought to be able to take the money
from the bank to pay off his mortgage.
He could take a certain amount to pay off
the mortgage, but he should have a
certain advance which the House may
suggest, perhaps half, to expend in farther
improvements. At present persons with
mortgages are excluded from the opera-
tiona of the bank. It is desired to extend
the operations of the bank and allow
persons having mortgages to borrow to
pay off those mortgages. If a man shows
his security not for the limit of the mort.
gage but for double thelimit of the mort-
gage, and he is willing to spend one half
in 1mprovements and the other to pay off
the mortgage, if we make that limitation
we might adopt the new departure; but to
leave the clause as it is, without limita-
tion, means that we ghall have no end of
applications for more than the bank
could stand, to pay off existing mort-
gages. The £100.000 would not go far
in granting applications for £1,200 each.
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The other item referred to in the sub-
clause I think is a small mistake. In
Sub-clause 2 of Clunse 4 I think onpe-
balf has ¢rept in by mistake, because the
operation would be fatal as it reads. I
think it is intended to take the rent due
off the whole amount. If a man has
£1,000 worth of property and he owes
£200, that amount is taken off the value
and the property is beld to be worth
£800; then the bank would advance him
£400. I think the term one-half requires
to come out, but I am not sure whether
the clause is required at all. The only
matter I rose to point ont was that we
were taking a new departure and making
the Agricultural Bank to a certain extent
a land bank. If we take that step we
should go slowly, and while we are willing
to lend a certain amount of money to pay
off mortgages, we ought to insist that
one-half or a certain proportion of
the money borrowed should be ex-
pended on the property, not merely
to enable a transfer to be made from
one mortgagee fo another mortgagee.
The only advantage a man would get
would be the refurn of three per cent. in
regard to interest, and I do net think
that would be a sufficient reason. I do
not think that we ought, at the present
stage, to go that far. That is a matter,
however, for the Committee. I shall be
glad to nssist in making the Bill as
perfect as we possibly can.

Mz. W.M. PURKISS (Perth) : I have
very great pleasure in supporting the
gecond reading of this Bill It 18 a
liberal and progressive measure. In fact
I would go farther than this Bill purports
to do, and would increase the individual
advances to £2,000, and the amount of
bond in the aggregate to half a million.
I may say that, so far as I can see, it is
wige to retain Sub-clause 1 of Clause 2,
enabling persons to pay off liabilities
already exisling on their holdings, because
I recognise that we should be assisting
the agriculturist and assisting agricul-
ture. If the owner of land has a
mortgage carrying probably eight or nine
per cent., and we enable him to pay that
off by granting a loan at five per cent.,
we assist him to that degree. If you
take a chain off his neck to that extent you
ate assisting him 4s an agriculturist, and
the difference in the ipterest between
eight and nine per cent. and what he
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would pay to this bank would go into his
holding. It is a very legitimate thing
indeed to permit this bank to advance
money on good security which will
enable 2 man to pay off a mortgage
carrying almost double the interest he
will pay under this Bill. It is no novel
provision. I think the House would be
rather astomished to find the millions
that have been advanced in New Zealand
under somewhat similar Acts to the prin-
cipal Act here, with its various amend-
ments, including the present; absolutely
millions, with the greatest success. At
the time such a aystem of State aswst-
ance was introduced in New Zealand many
farmers were weighed down by mort-
gages ; not only mortgages to banks, but
to outside parties, to Jews and soforth, and
carrying a very large proportion of inter-
est. That was a chain round the neck of
the agriculturist, and, consequently, it
handicapped agriculture. Itis, I say, a
very wise provision to enable a man to
get money from the State to relieve him-
self from paying a heavy rate of interest.

Mr. M. H. JACOBY (Swan): I have
to congratulate the Goveroment on the
very liberal amending measure which they
bave introduced. I am pleased iondeed
they have followed so closely the recom-
mendations of the select committee who
sat on this matter last session. The
member for Cue (Mr. Illingworth) in hisg
criticism of the new departure was per-
fectly right in his appreciation of the old
gystem, where advances were only made
for improvement; but, unfortunately, in
practice this was a most cumbersome and
difficult thing to work. It practically
meant that the only man who could take
any real advantage of the Bank was the
man with some amount of money to go
on with, because he had first, if he wished
to work under this Bank, to do certain
improvements before he could get any
money from the Bank, and then only, of
course, according to the amount spent on
improvements. The result was that most
of the men who were working under this
Bunk had to finance with some other
bank for the improvements before they
were able to get any assistance from the
Agricultural Bank. In the case of clear-
ing fresh land, for instance, a man had
to make contracts and to get the work
done, und ther wait until the inspector
came on the property before he could get
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any advance from the Bank. The result
of working under this system, as pointed
out by witnesses before the select com-
mittee, was that a large number of people
were sorry that they attempted to work
under it, and a good many did not go on
with their borrowing from the Bank. As
I said, the svstem practically shut out
the small man and only allowed the man in
a larger way of working to bave any real
advantage from thijs Bank. Itisne doubt
true that under the present system
the State does insist that the wmoney
ghall be spent on improvements; but the
country can rely on it that any money
given to the farmers under this amending
Bill will be put into the ground. Every
farmer has in his mind work which he
wants to do, and is waiting until he gets
the money to do it. So I say that 99 out
of every 100 farmers who bank under this
system will, I feel sure, spend the money
oh improvements. Some exception has
been taken to the provision that will
permit a farmer to buy stock with the
money advanced Ly the bank, owing to
its being considered somewhat of a risky
thing ; but if the State is certain that it
has full security for uny money it advances
on the land itself, or on improvements on
that lund, I fail to see that any risk can
arise. On the other hand we must
remember that we have enormous areas
of holdings in the south-west portion of
the country, and in otlier parts of the
State, where during the few good seasons
we have had recently there has been a
vast amount of grass, but the farmers
holding the ground have not been able to
finance to purchase the stock to utilise
that grass. Personally T look forward to
the operation of this clause, so far as the
question of stock is concerned, heing a
very material factor in reducing the cost
of meat in the near future io this State.
I disagree with Clause 4, which provides
that no advance under this Act shall
exceed one-half of the fair estimated value
of the land. On looking to other States,
and seeing what they do there, I find that
in New Zealand they advance up to
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£2.500, and three-fifths of the fair esti-
mated value; in South Australia up to
£5,000, and three-fifths; in Victoria up ’
to £2,000and two-thirds. In New South

Wales they had a special Act to deal with !
special circumstances of a particular year,
and I do not thipk it is in operation now, |

Becond reading.

but they advanced to a limit of £200.
In Western Australia, under the present
Act we advance up to £800 and three-
fourths. Under the working of the Bank,
sofar as [ have been able to see into it, n

to the present the estimates of the Ban

manager have been on a very conservative
basis, and rightly so. I trust that system
will be adopted; but working under a
very conservative basis of valnation, and
only allowing the advance up to one-half
of the estimate, is I think rather small,
and [ would favour an increase of the
advance up to at lest three-fifths of the
fair estimated value. Regarding the
objection that has been taken to Sub-
clause 2 of Clanse 4, I am not altogether
inclined to quarrel with the principle
attempted to Le laid down in this sub-
clause; but I think it would perhaps be
betrer to leave it out of the Bill and make
it a matter of administration that in ali
values of these properties the rent owing
to the Crown must be taken into con-
sideration. I do not think there is any
need to put it specifically inte the Bill
It looks as though it were doing some
injustice to the conditional purchase
holders. We can get at the same thing
by administration. Perhaps the Govern-
ment may be justified in restricting the
total amount advanced to £1,200. It is
just as well that we should advance care-
fully in that direction. I have pointed
out that other States advance more than
we propose to do under this Bill, and the
select committee made a recommendation
that advances should be made up to
£3,000. In dolng so we were guided by
the evidence given by Mr. Paterson, the
manager of the Bank. He was able to
inforin the committee that thers are
several estates now held idle, and if the
holders were enabled to pay off com-
paratively small mortgages on these
estates, the estates could be cut up and
brought under cultivation. Personally, T
indorse the recommendation that advances
should be made up to .£3,060, although
I do not quarrel with the Government
for being a little bit cautious as they
are now. We have to justify the working
of the Bank to the people of this State,
and I feel sure that working under this
amending Bill we shall justify to the people
of the State the trust they propose to
place in the farming community ; and that
if at some future time this Guvernment,
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or some other Government, comes down
to this House and asks to be allowed to
give larger advances, the good results of
this mensure will be such as to justify
that being done. I have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the
Bill.

PROCEDURE—A DIFFICULTY.

TaE Spearer: Before this discussion
proceeds any farther, I think it is
necessary I should point out to the House
that, in my opinion, there is a legal
difficulty in proceeding with this Bill.
Section 66 of the Constitution Act says: —

Al Bills for appropriating any part of the

Consolidated Revenue Fund, or for imposing,
altering, or repealing any rate, tax, duty, or
impost, shall originate in the Legislative
Assembly.
I think this Bill comes under the pro-
visions of that section, and in order that
the Bill may not be lost altegether, I
myself suggest that the Bill should be
laid aside and a similar measurs intro-
duced in this Honse. That 1= the course
adopted elsewhere ; and I think it would
be the safer course for us to adopt.

Tee Premier: I should like to seize
the opportunity of getting hon. members
to express whatever views they may have
on this question. Of ecourse the last
clause was inserted at the last moment. T
do not question your ruling, Mr. Speaker ;
but I thought that giving power to raise
money by issuing bonds would not be
imposing taxation.

Me. SpEaRER: I think the proceeds
of those bonds go into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund. I am not positive on
that point. It is more a legal question
than one on which I should give my
ruling.

Me.InLineworTH: The difficulty can
be settled by paying the Agricultural
Bank manager out of the Estimates,

Tue Premier: This point has notbing
to do with the manager’s salary. TUnder
Section 8, the principal and interest of
the mortgage funds are certainly charge-
able to the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Tar Speaxer: Yes. I thinkit would
be the safer plan to lay this measure aside
and bring in a fresh Bill.

Ter Premier: I shall take this
opportunity of asking that any other
member who desires to speak on the Bill
be allowed to do so.
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DEBATE.

Me. J. M, HOPKINS (Boulder): 1
was a member of the select committes
which dealt with this question last
sesgion ; and I frankly admit that the
thanks of this country are due to Mr.
Paterson, the manager of the Agricul.
tural Bank, for the splendid services he
bas rendered from the time he took up
the work connected with that financial
institution. I wish to draw special atten-
tion to the risk which must necessarily
be run in providing moneys for loans in
aid of viticulture. In taking evidence
before the select committee, I asked Mr,
Paterson in Question 226 :— ‘

But regarding farmers who have planted
orchards P—Answer: Dozens have failed. At
Eatanning I advieed a man to plant frees,
which he did; and when they were just start-
ing to. grow, I happened fo be there, aud
pointed out that he had not pruned them.
He pruned them with my assistance; but he
did not know that it had to be done, and had
1 not told him of it the trees would have been
ruined.

How. F. H. Piesse: That would be
where o man had a few trees round his
house.

Mr. HOPKINS: Then I will read the
question preceding it :—

Question: In this country, bave settlers
started orchards and subsequently abandoned
them ?—Answer: Not orcharde conneoted with
the bank. There was one case on the eastern
line of a settler who planted, and went
bankrapt. We bave now a good man on that
land, and he ia successful.

I say that statement must receive serious
consideration from hon. members. There
is one thing I should have liked to see.
In the Eastern States, in a reasonably
prosperous district, a farmer can always
buy his stock, on a three, four, or six
tmonths’ bill, from the various stock and
station agents. [ take this opportunity
of saying that there is in the Eastern
States a class of auctioneers very superior
to what we have in Western Australia ;
and that is accounted for by the fact that
in the East such business men are con-
trolled by a proper Auctioneers Act and
have to pay a proper license fee, while
licenses are not issued to billiard-markers
and people of that sort for the purpose
of running ‘“Murrambidgee schools.”
And those persous in their daily routine of
business are always affording immeasur-
able help to the farmer and grazier.
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That fact is undeniable. Perhaps they
may have clients with whom they huve
for some time being doing business, and
who may be struck by bad seasons. Then
the station agents secure their advances
to such clients by means of bills of sale,
And when we speak of grazing, I would
suggest: is there any reason why, where
a setiler reasonably values his property
at £1,000, and owes a bank £400 and
wishes to buy £200 worth of stock, he
should not have an advance from the
Agricultural Bank? I see wno reason
why in such a cage the manager of the
bank should not be given power to
use his discrimination, and accept, besides
the security over the freehold lands, the
additional security of a bill of sale over
the stock the man wishes to purchase.
I think that would probably help the
borrower, and at the same time be a safe-
guard to the State for any advance made.
The member for Cue (Mr. Illingworth),
in speaking of this, doubted whether it
were wige to advance money to a person
who owed to sowme financial institution 50
per cent. of the value of his holding.
Well, say the property is worth £1,000,
and there ie owing on it £500, on which
the borrower is probably paying from
8 to 10 per cent. interest; if the
mortgagor is able to transfer the mort-
gage from the mortgages to whom he
1s paying an estortionate rate of in-
terest, and who has no sympathy
with him, and probably desires to get
possession of his property, to the Agri-
cultural Bank at 44, 5, or 8 per cent. as
the rate of interest may be fixed, the
mortgagor has an opportunity either of
succeeding ot of being left as he is with
nothing bul failure staring him in the
face. That was the object in the mind of
the select committee, when it suggested
the advisableness of granting money to
wipe off existing liabilities. As to how
much the borrower should be granted,
the manager of the bank would no doubt
decide. I should like to see an alteration,
not only in the limit of the advances to be
made by this bank, but of its title also.
I should like to see the limit extended so
that it could advance anything up to
£3,000; and those advances should be
made to local governing bodies if required.
Very often young municipalities require
agsistance ; and this provision would
obviate the necessity of their coming—
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because the day will arrive when they
will come in vain—to the Colonial
Treasurer. They should be able to raise
£1,000 loan straight away, to put them
on their feet. The time 18 coming when
the revenue of this country will not be as
it is to-day; when the Treasurer will not
have his three and a-half millions to play
with, or if he has he will have more obli-
gations than he has now. Forthat reason
I think the operations of the Bank shonld
be extended. In Western Australia, under
our Agrienltural Bank Act we may lend
to farmers and cultivators. New South
Wales lends to freeholders, or on lands
in process of alienation, and lends money
on leased land alse. South Awustralia
lends money to farmers and other pro-
ducers, to local governing bodies, and
industrial establishments. The rate of
interest in this State under the prin-
cipal Act appears to me to be high, if
we are to judge by the Bill. I do mnot
know what the various rates of inte.
rest are, or whether the wnanager of
the bank discriminates between one prop-
erty and another, or between one person
and anvther. [Me. Jacosy: No.] Well,
under the Bill the rate of interest is
not to exceed 6 per vent. New South
‘Whales charges only 4 per cent., Victoria
only 4%, South Australia not exceeding
5, New Zealand 5, and Western Aus-
tralia not exceeding 6. [Mm. Jacosx:
FPive) Not exceeding six is what the
original Act states. [M=. Jacony: Five.]
Another thing is that repayment under
our existing Act starts from the first of
June or the first of January next follow-
ing the date on which the loan is issued
or raised. Ii seems to me that is rather
soon. A man may borrow in the last
quarter of the vear; and he is called on
to make a reduction perhaps at the end
of six or eight weeks. That is too soon;
because it is only an inducement for that
man to borrow more money than he would
otherwise require, so that he may be able
to meet his obligation to repay. I think
we should give the manager of the bank
power to discriminate in fixing those
repayments, and perbaps grant a term of
exemption extending over two years. The
question as it wpplies to local governing
bodies is ome which I think should also
be taken into consideration in its appliea-
tion to the various friendly societies
established throughout the country. I
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know of one friendly society which has a ' think that, under it, one man might

magnificent building which cost about
£2,000 to build, on a good freehold
property in the centre of a town. Within
I8 months the society paid off between
£400 and £500 of their mortgage; and
they are paying 9 per cent. to a banking
institution. That is an excessive rate of
interest, which has come under wmy
notice; it is a glaring instance of the
high rate extracted from people who
have shown their bora fides by the
manner which in the last 18 months they
bave discharged their liability ; and I am
pleused to hear the Treasurer say they
should apply to the Savings Bank. I
was not aware that the Savings Bank
would make an advance to a friendly
society; and I think if the Savings Bavk
i8 not in a position to advance loans to
such institutions, on good freehold prop-
erties, it is advisable, while this measure
is before the House, to amend it so as to
enable such bodies to raise loans at
reasonable rates; for we can, I think,
just as well trust the Bank manager to
carry out such arrangements to the satis-
faction of the country as we have trusted
him with the other important duties con-
nected with his office.

Mr. W. B. GORDON (South Perth):
I also join in congratulating Ministers on
introducing this measure; and I think
even the goldfields people now realise
that the Government are endeavouring
to aggist farmers so as ultimately to re-
duce the cost of living. The wmember for
Cue (Mr. Tllingworth) takes slight excep-
tion to Sub-clause (1) of Clause 2; butl
think the sub-clause should stand un-
altered, because we Lknow that a farmer
with a leaschold finds it hard to raise
money on such security, consequently he
has to pay a much higher rate of interest
than a man borrowing on the security of
the fee simple. I dare say there are
many borrowers paying a high rate of
interest on leasehold securities; and if
they can be relieved by transferring their
liabilities to the Agricultural Bank, that
must eventually result in the farther im-
provements of their holdings. The member
for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) advocates the
maximum advance being extended to
£3,000. 7T think the amount here fixed,
£1,200, is quite sufficient for any person to
borrow atonetime. Ydo not know whether
Clause 4 is quite definite. I almost

borrow on two different properties. I do
not say thut it iz possible; but if the
words *in the aggregate” were inserted
after *no advance,” the clause would he
quite clear. I have to take some excep-
tion to the remarks of the member for
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) in regard to the
class of auctioneers in this State. The
hon, member is himself an auctioneer,
and T will not gainsay s qualifications
to speak as regards the auctioneers with
whom he has rubbed shoulders during his
residence in 'Western Auastralia. I allow
bim that liberty, but I must remind him
that there are in this State auctioneers
who are every day selling stock to furmers
on three-months and six-months bills.
That is a class of business out of which I
myself, as a matier of fact, make a good
deal. I am pglad Parliament is coming
along, because inoney is to be made by
advancing on stock. Depreciation of
such a security is most exceptional : the
security appreciates in value 1f the farmer
has any grass at all. I admit that in the
Eastern States auctioneers were at one
time very liberal in this respect, but they
are not so to-day. Circumstances have
completely changed in the Eastern States
as regards selling stock on terms. How-
ever, the fact remains that a respectable
class of anctioneers in Western Australia
is still prepared to advance stock to
farmers on bills. There is some truth in
the hon. member's statement that aue-
tioneers’ licenses are granted here without
proper inquiry.

Me.Hopxina: And without restriction,

Mg. GORDON : A blackfellow can get
a license. The existing law requires
amendment. On the whole, I think the
Bill commendable; and I hope the good
intention of the Government to assist
farmers will be taken advantage of as it
should be. Isupport the Bill as it stands.

Mg. T. F. QUINLAN (Toedyay): I
rise merely to say a few words in support
of the Bill, and to suggest one or two
minor alterations. If the total capital of
the bank were increased to £400,000, it
would be desirable to raise the maximum
of loans to £1,500, or perhaps even to
£2,000. We know that banking and
other monetary institutions charge high
rates of interest for loans on country
properties. While I adwit that extra
care 18 needed in regard to this class of
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security, I still feel confident that a large | need be repaid, interest alone falling due
indirect benefit would result to the State ! during that period. The present measure
: is one of the best ever introduced into

if the Government saw their way to extend
the maximum of loans. I compliment
Ministers on their policy in this regard,
and I am glad indeed that it has fallen
to the lot of the James Government to
introduce a measure which has been
advocated in this House for years past.
I give all credit to the Right Hon, Sir
John Forrest for the introduction of the
Homesteads and Agricultural Bank Acts.
I have from time to time brought to the
attention of the House the necessity for
some measure of this kind, and on more
than one occasion I have raised the ques-
tion of initiating here the crédit foncier
system. This measure, however, will meet
all the requirements of this State for some
years to come. While I cousider the
Government are acting wisely in extend-
ing the operations of the bank, I urge
them to be most careful in extending the
scope of the Bauk’s operations to vineyard
and orchard securities. We know the
diseases to which vineyards and orchards
are unfortunately liable in this State; we
know that vineyurd properties are likely
{0 depreciate; and loans granted on
viticultural securities should, therefore,
be well within the margin. I observe
that the measure provides that the
advances to be granted shall not exceed
one half the value of the security;
go that the manager of the Bank is
allowed ample discretion. Certainly,
there is danger ahead in regard to vine-
yards. There is no reason for alarm, in
my opinion, so far as agricnltural sesuri-
ties are concerned. I anticipate that the
drought in the Eastern States will cause
an influx juto this State of people seek-
g good agricultural lands. Indeed
there is such an influx already, especially
into our Eastern districts. I may men.
tion, for the information of the House

and by way of emphasising the necessity

for this Bill, that I know of a local finan-
cial institution which has advised its head
office to extend operations in the Avon

Valley districts—those districts probably -
being regarded as more favourably sitn- |

ated than other portions of the State in
respect of rainfall and proximity to
market. The member for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkine) touched on tbhe question of

. pests.

repayments. The existing Act provides ;
that for five years no part of the principal |

this House, and I am confident of its
unqualified success so long as the ofticers
of the Agricultural Bank are careful in
their appraisement of securities.

Hoxn. F. H. PIESSE (Williaws): I
regret that I was not present when the
Premier made his second-reading speech
on this Bill, for I should bave liked to
hear his remarks. T feel certain that
everyone who takes an interest in farm-
ing will indorse the observations of a
congratulatory character passed on the
measure. Ag one who took a deep inter-
est in the introduction of the existing
Agricultural Bank Act—that Act which
has done so much to develop farming in
this country—1I am indeed pleased at the
introduction of the Bill now before the
House. The measure will waterinlly
assist in farther developing the country.
Although several amendments proposed to
be made in Committee have been men-
tioned, I consider that the Bill is satis-
factory on the whole.  No doubt, when
the amendments which have been sug-
gested are brought forward they will be
considered in a liberal spirit, so that the
Bill may be made as useful as possible
for the development of the State’s agri-
cultural, pastoral, and viticultural re-
gources. I have not so much fear as
some members in relation to viticultural
and horticultural securities. The state-
ments of the manager of the Agricultural
Bank quoted by the member for Boulder
{Mr. Hopkins) referred no doubt to the
case of people who have merely planted a
few trees around their farm houses.
That, however, is not the kind of security
on which the bank is to lend money
under this Bill.  Viticultural or horti-
cultural securities, I take it, will consist
of holdings where the work is of a
specific character, where men are em.
ployed in the industry, and where the
1ndustry is pursued with as much know-
ledge as is the cultivation of grain, for
example, elsewhere. It is true that vine-
yards are liable to disease ; hut crops are
also liable to destruction by red rust, by
grubs, and many other diseases and
I take it that the Bank manager
will udvance on viticultural or herticul-
tural securities only to careful men, who
will continue to plant and increase the
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area of their vineyards or orchards, and
who will take the necessary precautions
to keep their properties in order. When
lending ou purely viticultural or horticul-
tural holdings, the manager, it is to be
presumed, will take particular pains to
assure himself that thuse holdings are in
good order, that their owners understand
the work, and that the securities are good
in every respect. After all, the whole
question is one of judgment. The
success of the bank depends on the judg-
ment of the man in charge. It is
the same with all monetary institu-
tions. Those in charge of the smallest
monetary concern in the country must
in every case ask themselves what
is the value of a security offered,
and having arrived at that value must
decide what amount they can safely
advance. From my knowledge of the
methods adopted in connecticn with the
bank and of the mauner in which securi.
ties have been valued in the past, I
have little fear. The manager, though
empowered under the amendwment of
the original Agricultural Bank Act to
advance three-quarters of the value of a
property, rarely lends more than one-

As the member for the Swan (Mr,
Jacoby) has pointed out, the manager is
most conservative in his valuations : heis
always rather under than over. On the
whole, the valuations have been lower
than they should be; but the under-
valuation has been in the nature of a
safeguard for the country. The Agricul-
tural Bank has undoubtedly worked
well; but nevertheless there have been
complaints of unduly low valuationa.
Qur great need iz a careful adminis-
trator for the Bank. After all, we must
leave in the hands of the manager much
the same power as the directors of great
business concerns leave in the hands of
their managers. The gquestion is purely
one of selection, Notwithstanding that
some members have expressed strong
doubts asto the soundness of viticultural
or horticultural securities, I think vine-
yards and orchards mnay with perfect
safety be taken as portion of a security,
at all events. We know that more money
is put into orchards and vineyards than
into any other class of landed property;
and therefore we may reasonably assume
that the man who puts his money into
vingyurds and orchards will be careful to
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see that the value is preserved. Disasier
may come in any industry, just as phyl-
loxera came in the viticultural industry of
Victoria. To-day, however, science plays
a most important part in combating such
pests. In the old times the means to
cope with them did not exist; but now we
can effectively combat them. Systematic
spraying, for example, will be neglected
by no careful man. Money will be put
into gpraying u vineyard three times a
year, because the process acts as a preven-
tive against disease and insures a better
return, After all, viticulture and horti-
culture are industries, and the results of
those industries will be protected because
they are a means to the end of obtaining
a livelihood or making a profit. When
the Bank manager has to deal with horti-
cultural or viticultural properties he will
deal with them in the same way as with
any other property offered him by way of
security. He must take into consider-
tion the position and the amount of
development. Generally speaking, he has
to judge as to the fencing and clearin
and the position of any security offere
him. As we know, the Agricultural
Bank does not, u4s a rule, lend money on
buildings. TLoans are mostly granted on
what may be termed developmental im.
provements. I trust that horticultural
and viticultural properties will not be
excluded from the scope of the Bill.
Grazing might also be included within
its scope; for, as has already been pointed
out, great assistance can be given to
farmers in regard to stock-raising. In
Committee I hope to make, on that head,
a suggestion which will meet with the
approval of the House. There are one
or two other points I should have liked
to menticn, but T shall leave them till
the Committee stage is reached. I con-
sider the Bill a step in the right direc-
tion. Having before our eves the
wonderful success which followed the
iniroduction of the original Apricultural
Bank Act, and the great development
which has taken place as a consequence of
that measure, we may well congratulate
ourselves on the introduction of this Bill,
and on the support which has been
accorded it by members who, in the past,
were not too favourably impressed with
legislation of this mnature, I have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reuding.
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WITHDRAWAL OF BILL.

Tae PREMIER: 1 beg now to move
for leave to discharge the Order of the
Day for the second reading of this Bill.

Tre SPEAKER: According to our
Standing Orders if an Order of the Day
be discharged it cannot be brought on
again during the same session.

Tae Premier: I was going by
May.

Tre SrEARER: Yes ; but our Standing
Orders differ from May on that point.

Tre PREMIER : Then I ask leave to
withdraw the Bill, and at the same time
move for leave to bring in another Bill
instead thereof. I wish to mention that
when reintroducing the measure I shall
ask members to let this be the second-
reading discussion, and to go into Com-
mittee at once,

Bill by leave withdrawn, and leave
given to introduce a new Bill in lieu.

At 6-30, the SpEaRER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

ADMINISTRATION (ProeaTe) BILL.
COUNCIL’S AMENDMENTS,

Schedule of two amendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered,
in Commifiee.

No. 1.—Add new clause, to stand as
Clanse 89 (Bank wmay pay money not
exceeding fifty pounds, if no probate or
administration is produced within three
months of death) :

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment compelled a bank to pay over
small balances standing to the credit of a
testator at the bank if probate was not
obtained within three months. Itappeared
to be a very good provision, and he moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

No. 2.—Add new claunse, to stand as
Clause 90 :—

The Court may, by way of remuneration,
allow to an executor or administrator for
the time being, on passing his accounts, a
commission not exceeding Five pounds per
cent. on the assets collected by such executor
or administrator, including rents and income.
No sllowance shall be made to any executor
or administrator who omits to pass his account
pursuant to any order of the Court.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Council proposed to allow the Court power
to grant to an executor or administrator
comunisgion not exceeding £5 per cent. on
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Council's Amendments.

the assets collected by him. Personally he
disapproved of the amendment so far as
it sought to confer on the executor the
right to claim commission. The law us
it existed to-day in the State, and as it
existed in the old country, and had done
80 for years, was thai an executor acted
in a purely voluntary capacity; he was
the person chosen as executor by the
testator becanse of his personal friend-
ghip; because he was a person whom the
testator could trust, and who had a per-
sonal knowledge of the desires of the
testator or a personal acquaintance with
the family. It rested eutirely with the
executor whether he accepted the trust or
not. It was not obligatory on him, be-
canse he was appointed executor, to act.
If, when the testator died the executor
thought it undesirable to act, he wus per-
fectly free to decline to act, and by the
Administration Bill provision was made
by which even after the executor accepted
the trust he had power, with the consent
of the Court, to retire from the fulfil.
ment, of the duties. Tt was undesirable
when a testator appointed an executor,
and did not by the will give to the
executor a right to commission or re-
muoneration, the law should give that
which the testator himself did not give.
It was quite competent for the testator
by his will to give to an executor re-
muneration; he could provide as was
sometimes provided, that the ezecutor
should be entitled to a certain fixed sum
or a certain percentage, but, if the testa-
tor refrained from doing that, the pre-
sumption was that he desired that the
executor should act voluntarily. In the
great majority of cases executors did so
act, and with the greatest of pleasure,
because they felt they were discharging
a duty which they owed to a dead friend,
and thev were serving the family of
& dead friend. The clause introduced a
mercenary element, and provided that a
man who was chosen as an executor should
have the right to obtain remuneration.
That was undesirable. When dealing with
the qguestion of administration, it was
different. There the administrator acted
when the testator had left no executor,
or when the executor appointed by the
testator refused to act. An administra-
tor also acted where a person died without
a will. The aduinistrator therefore was

; & person who acted involuntarily. Some-
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one must act, therefore the administrator
had to act whether at the instance of the
creditors or the surviving members of the
family, or to protect his own interests
In cases like that there should be the
right to obtain commission; but it was
undesirable to adopt the alteration of the
law as proposed by the amendment. In
some of the other States it was the law
that an executor, if the Court saw fit,
could obtain commission; but the law
should be left as it was here. There was
this evil underlying the amendment: it
would he found that a great number of
persons would be keenly anxious to obtain
the position of exzecutor, because they
would get the remuneration attaching to
the position. He woved that the amend-
ment be amended by striking out the
words “ executor or” in line one.

Mz. HASTIE: Why was it not desir-
able to give this power to the Court?
1t seemed absolutely impossible for the
Committee to imagine all the different
circumstances that might occur. A man
might say to his friend: *“Will you
be my executor ' and the reply was
“ Certainly.” At that time the person
appointed executor was in fairly com-
fortahle circumstances, and it might he
years beforé he was required to perform
the duties of executor. After the death
of the testator the executor might not be
able to afford the time or give aitention
to the work, and he would have to devote
a large amount of time to the business
of his trust for vothing. In a case
like that it would be desirable to allow
the Court to see that the executor
was paidd. The Court would be in a
better position to say whether it was
fair for un executor to be paid for
his services, than the Committee was.
‘Whatever rule we could adopt just now,
we could be sure it would not meet all
cases that would be brought before the
Court. The Attorney General mentioned
that payment was allowed in some of the
States; but he had not given us instances
in which this power had acted unfairly.
It was unfair to pass one geneval rule by
which the Court should not have power
to order expenses to be paid, when, in the
opinion of the Court, those expenses were
advisable. Therefore, he would oppose
the amendwment by the Attorney General.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: As oue read
the amendment, the Court might, by way
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of remuperation, grant commission not
exceeding £5 per cent. It was not fair
to cast upon executors a lot of work
without any remuneration whatever. It
would be wise to accept the Council's
amendment. The matter would be wholly
in the control of the Court, the amend-
ment only stipulating that not more than
five per cent. should be given. The Court
might give one or two per cent., as might
be required, and he did not think we
sbould tie the bande of the Courtin a
matter of this kind.

Me. FOULKES: In 99 cases out of
100 no person was appointed as executor
until he had previously given his consent
to the testator to act. And if the executor
thought fit to throw up the executorship,
he could do so at any time; so there
would be no hardship whatever placed
upon him. If we allowed commission to
be paid, it would mean thut we should
have a class of people here who would be
on the lookout for appointments of this
kind. From his experience, the people
who would have the greatest opportunities
of obtaining these appointments would be
solicitors ; because, in the majority of cases
the wills would be wade by solicitors,
and it might be a temptation to them to
try to obtain the appointments for them-
gelves. Supposing remumeration not
exceeding five per cent. wereallowed, and
there were a widow and children, the
widow perhaps would not like to object to
the ezecutor obtaining the commission,
because she would know that if she did
so it would mean a conflict between the
executor and herself, and in some cases
it would involve hardship. If an appli-
cation for remunerution were refused, the
executor would stil! hold on to the exec-
utorship, and perhaps deliberately refrain
from locking after the estate in the way
be should. No commission should be
allowed. There was a distinction hetween
an administrator and an executor; for
an administrator was not appointed by
the testator, but was appointed only in
cases where no executor was appointed.

TaE ATTORNEY 3BFERAL: One wasa
voluntary trustee, and the other an in-
voluntary trustee.

Mgp. PURKISS: The remarks by
the Premier and the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. Foulkes) met with bhis tho-
rough approval. It could not lie in the
mouth of any executor to say he should
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be paid for that which he voluntarily
undertook. An executorship could be
renounced straight away. The Premier
had said that almost invariably a close
und trusted friend of the testator was
nominated as executor. If a person
asked him (Mr. Purkiss) to do something
out of kindness, and he did it, he did not
expact fee or reward.

Mgr. PIGOTT was unable to conceive
a case where hardship could arise through
an executor not being able to claim 5 per
cent. An executor accepted the office
absolutely voluntarily.

Mzr. HASTIE: As a general rule
lawyers were satisfied to allow fees, even
if the fees were to go to the other side.
He preferred strongly to trust to the
Court, and the Court alone could judge
whether it was fair that fees should be
paid to an executor.

Tue ATrorNeY GGENERAL: What was
don: became a watter of habit.

Mr. HASTTE: Was that the case in
the Stetes in Australia where this pro-
posed law was in force?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mzr. HASTIE: Why had not the Pre-
mier told the Committee so ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why should
he state that which was obvious ?

Me. HASTIE : Tt was not obvious to
him, and he felt sure it was mot obvious
to the hon. gentleman when he spoke pre-
viously. He also felt certain that those
gentlemen in the other House who
inserted the amendment were not aware
of that, otherwise they would not have
passed the amendwment in the form in
which it stood. Still bhe refused to
accept the ides that we could fairly judge
avery case a8 well as the Court could do.

" Mr. HOPKINS: Why take exception
to the Council’s amendment? By the
Premier's proposal, sn executor m re-
duced circumstances, finding it incon-
venient to act, would have the alternative
of renouncing only, and then he would
hardly be chosen by the court to receive
a fee for the administration of the estate.
Surely if a commission must be paid it
should be to the person familiar with the
estate and chosen by the testator.

Tee ArrorNEY GENERAL: Surely, if
appointed as a friend, he would not
demand payment.

Mgr. HOPKINS : Wills with which he

was acquainted provided commissions. |
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There should be some
exempting small estates.

Tee ArrorNey GErErAL: It was in
small estutes that the necessity arose for
saving everything for the widow and
children.

Mer. HOPKINS: Granted; but in
large estates the commission should be
paid to the executor selected by the
deceased mainly because of knowledge
possessed of the estate.

Mz. GOBRDON: The last speaker had
convinced him that the Premier was
right. If a friend promised to act for
nothing as executor, he was not entitled
to sympathy if he demanded payment.

M=z. Hoprins: A friend might not
be consulted before nomination as
executor.

Me. GORDON: Only an executor in

limitations,

' poor circumstances would need a com-

mission ; and however poor, he could
administer s very poor estate, while if
the estate were large the beneficiaries
would surely allow him a commission.

Mr. HOPKINS: It would be unique
if a person requested to act as executor
were to haggle over terms with the
testator.

Mz. FOULKES: The Couneil’s amend-
ment meant that the executor would be
rewarded. If the court could allow a
commission of five per cent. the widow
herself might prefer to act as executor,
which tbe amendment would prevent.
In reply to Mr. Hopkins, any executor
could renounce at any time; nor was
there anything {o prevent a testator’s
arranging terms beforeband with an
intended executor,

Amendment on amendment passed

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL
farther moved that the words “ executor
or,” in line 3, be struck out.

Amendment paszed, and the Council's
amendwment as amended agreed to.

Resolutions  reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly
transmitted to the Council.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS BILL.
SECOND READING.
Debate resumed from the 23rd Sep-
tember.
Mz. F. ILLINGWORTH (Cue): The
one object T had in moving the adjourn-
ment on the former occasion was to give
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the persons most interested an oppor-
tunity of expressing their views. Iam
now of opinion that sufficient time has
not yet been given for that purpose; and
I hope the Premier will at any rate con-
sent not to press this Bill on very quickly;
that opportunity will be given for a
farther adjournment, or plenty of time
afforded before we reach the Committee
atage. \

TAe PrExmier: The swall and the
laxge shopkeepers, and the chambers of
commerce, have expressed their views.

Meuper: Perth does not represent
the State.

Mz P. ILLINGWORTH: I take it
the Government desire to proceed with
the second reading; and I may first of
all congratulate the Ministry on bringing
in a Bill of this character, and particu-
larly the Premier for the wvery lucid
manner in which he placed his prineiples
before the House. He went a little
farther than principles, and dealt very
largely with Committee work in that
excellent speech with which he introduced
the measure. I am entirely in favour of
the main principles of the Bill. The
discetsion will, I think, mostly arise on
the question of the early closing of shops;
and many of the contentious points had
betier be treated in Committee. There
is, however, one principle Ishould like to
ses embodied in this Bill. T think the
Bill is the proper wmeasure in which to
begin a work which will have to be begun
not only in this but in all other States of
the Commonwealth, We have the Asiatic
question constautly with us, and we have
legislated for restricting the introduction
of Asiatics to this State, and also the
Commonwealth generally. 1 have for a
long time held the conviction that the
best way of dealing with the Asiatic
question is to curb and restrict the modes
of operation of Asiatic immigrants, T
believe if we can myake this Australia of
ours a place where Asiatics cannot amass
fortunes—without going any farther
than that—we shall do more to preveat
Agiatics coming here than we could by
any other legislation. Moreover, this
kind of legislation is entirely within our
own control. When we say that certain
persons shall or shall not come to this
part of the British deminions, we are
landed in great difficulties of a national
character. When we have endeavoured
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to legislate, we have had to wnoderate our
restrictions, and to make them of
universal application. If there be one
feeling that is stronger than another in
the Commonwealth, it 1s a desire to make
Australia a place for white people rather
than for Asiatic races; and it seems to
me that if we are to restrict the trades
or the occupations of these undesirable
immigrants, we shall effectively deal with
the whole question. I have in mind a
circumstance which has crealed great
difficulty and great contention in Victoria
and iz this State also, I shall give an
illustration. Take the cabinetmakers, for
instance. In Victoria, nearly the whole
of the cabinetmaking work has for years
been handed over to the Chinese;
and all the legislation that has been
applied has not yet met the difficulty.
The system of branding has no particular
effect, because people, if satisfied with the
price of an article, are not greatly con-
cerned if they find, by turning the article
upside down or opening a drawer, that it
has been made in a Chinese factory. The
fact is that with inost people the question
of cost comes in first. I must confess
that many who, like myself, have con.
stantly advocated the exclusion of Asiatic
races are often the first to purchase goods
produced by Asiatics. I thiuk here we
should be acting wore wisely and more
effectively if by our legislation we
attempted to make these people rather
hewers of wood and drawers of water, if
we sought to make this country less
attractive to the class of people who we
desire shonld not enter it. The Bill pro-
vides for registration. One member
reminds me, in this conoection, that
he bas an amendment on the Notice
Paper. I am speaking, however, of the
principles of the Bill. I know of no
reason why we should register a Chinese
cabinetmaker’s establisbment, for in-
stance, us a factory. I see noreasonwhy
we should register such an establishment ;
but I do see every reason why we should
refuse to regisler it. By refusing to
register we should get at the very root of
the question. The same remark applies
to Afghan shops. The moving principle
of the Early Closing Act was to close a
number of shops kept open all hours of
the day and night, and so interfering
largely with trade. Clause 15 of this
Bill provides that shops which remain
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open after certain hours shall be regis-
tered. I wish to see a limitation imposed
in the registration, so that no Asiatic
shall be permitted to keep his shop open
after certain hours. I desire the intro-
duction in the factory portion of the Bill,
in Clause 7 particularly, of the principle
that an establishment which is distinctly
an Asiatic factory shall not be registered
at all. Thiz may perhaps be pgoing
a long way according to the thinking
of some people; but I contend it
is better that we should restrict a trade
than that we should rum the risk of
ineffective legislation regarding the re-
gtriction of individuals. T am not disposed
to alter existing legislation ; but the fact
remains that existing legislation does not
meet the vase. TFor example, we do to &
certain extent, practically if not legally,
exclude the Chinese from our goldfields;
and there is no reason why we should aot
provide that the trades and businesses
which this Bill is intended to regulate
shall be carried on by European and not
by Asiatic labour. We can do that by
refusing to register a factory carried on
by Asiatics; and we can go farther etill
by refusing to register any factory which
employs Asiatics. With this exception,
the amendments which have been placed
on the Notice Paper will perhaps meet
the objects I have in view. I should like
to make the Bill operate in the direction
indicated. I bave every sympathy with
the Bill and its main objects. It is well,
perhaps, that this measure has conte early
in our history as a State. At present,
our manufactures are limited, and the
difficultiea which have beset wanufac-
turers in other States have not accentuated
themselves in Western Australia. It is
well that we should have a Factories Act
on our statute-book, so that as our
factories grow they may beable to comply
with the conditions of the Act right from
the beginning; for it is a difficult thing
for manufactures which have sprung up
and established themselves, which have
accustomned themselves to certain styles
and modes of operation, suddenly to
change their methods in order to comply
with the conditions of an Act. It is well
that we should have on our statute book
a measure of this kind, so that as our
factories grow—and I hope manufactures
will growin this State—they wayaccustom
themselves to what Parliament considers
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proper conditions of factory work. In
the absence of this measure, as factories
increase, difficulties will increase. -The
necessity for this legislation will be more
clearly seen as the days go by. I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading
of the Bill, and I hope that when in
Committee we shall be able to deal effec-
tively with the Asiatic question, so far as
the Bill will permit us to do it.

Me. C. HARPER (Beverley): Two
points raised by the member for Cue
(Mr. Ilingworth) are, I think, worthy of
attention. A good deul has been said
about refusing registration to shops and
factories carried on by Asiatics. Really,
the course proposed amounts only to
carrying out the principle adopted by this
country in refusing to allow Asiatics to
become miners. There is, however, this
important difference, that we began with
such a restriction when our goldfields
first opened. The difficulty of applying
the restriction in this case is that in
doing so we shall practically ruin a
number of people who are now in a posi-
tion to engage in trade.

Mr. Hoprins: We might register
Asiatics now engaged in trade, but refuse
to regisier other Asiatics in future.

Me. HARPER: The restriction pro-
posed would mean the closing up of
every Chinesegreengrocer’s shop through-
out the State, and I do not think the
whole community would quite agree with
that. Certainly, the effect on the cost of
living would be material. Moreover,
there are a good many clothing shops
kept by Afghans, or other Asiatics, and
it would certainly be an act of injustice
to require those shops to be closed. To
my wmind, the principle, however, is 2
good one and affords a ready means of
preventing the absorption of trade by
alien races. I hope that some mode may
be devised by which we may secure our
end without doing injustice.

Me. R. HASTIE (Kanowua): Like
other members, I wish to take this oppor-
tunity of congratulating the Premier on
the Bill, and also on the speech in which
he introduced it. My only regret is that
the measure is so very tame. I should
have been better pleased had the Premier
taken the legislation of such countries as
Victoria, New Zealand, and, in some
respects, Great Britain for his model,
instead of following the example of South
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Australia.  Apparently, however, our
Premier is getting somewhat timid in his
old age. He is becoming too ready to
introduce Billsto which little exceptioncan
be taken. I trust the hon. gentleman
will see his way to act on the suggestions
of the member for Cue (Mr. Illing-
worth) and the member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper), and amend those portions
of the Bill reluting to factories on the one
hand and to shops on the other by whick
Agiatics appear to be treated so very
leniently. The member for Feverley gaid
that we should be doing an injustice to
those already engaged in business-—ap-
parently he would apply this remark also
to Asiatics employed in factories—if we
stop them from continuing in their
avocations. The case is more serious,
however, than the hon. member thought ;
for if this Bill be passed without such
provisions, we can only expect that cer-
tain trades and businesses of this country
will be overrun by the Asiatic ruces. If
then, when the overrunning has actually
occurred, we adopt the measures sug-
gested, we ahall ruin a great many more
people than at present. Experience has
shown that whereverin Australia Chinese
start in the furniture irade they im-
mediately take charge of it. In Victoria,
for example, it is impossible for a Euro-
pean cabinetiaker to live under ordinary
conditions ; and in Western Australia, in
Perth itself, the case is almost as bad.
It will be well for us candidly to admit
at the present juncture —notwithstanding
that national pride canses uvs to hesitate
to make the admission—ibat in many
occupations Europeans cannot compete
with Asiatice; that in many occupations
if the Asiatic comes in the European
musgt goout. Such, however, is the case, so
far as I have been able to observe, through-
out Australasia. It has been peinted out
by the member for Cue that Western
Australia is still a new country—that it
will yet bave a large added population.
On us alope it reats to say of what racial
elements that population shall be com-
poeed. If this House considers, for
insgtance, that it is unwise for Europeans
to act as cabinetmakers, or as small shop-
keepers, and in many cases as big shop-
keepars, or to work in factories, then by
all means let us not adopt the pro-
vigion which has been suggested. If
we do vonsider that these employ-
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menta should be left open to the Euro-
pean, then let us insert in this Bill
restrictions against Asiatics. If we do
not impose such restriction we declare in
almost 80 many words that those occupa-
tions shall be left open to the free com-
petition of the Asiatic, with the certainty
that within a few years the Asiatic will
monopolise the whole business and that
pecple of European blood will not be
able to hold their own. Since this Bill
was introduced, we have heard fromn
many parts of the State that Parliament
is acting unwisely in entering on factory
legislation at the present time, because
the State has nod arrived at a stage when
such legislation is desirable. Itis claimed
that hitherto we have got along pretty
wall without factory legislation, and that
it will be time enough for us to consider
the subject when we find that we have
good use for a Factories Act. I submit,
however, that the argument in question
is not wise. How much easier is it for
us to enforce good conditions at the
present time, when no particularly objec-
tionable factories have been established,
than it will be later, when conditions
which we all wish to avoid have been
established in ouwr midst. In every
country that I know of, where there has
been hesitation in introducing legislation
of this nature, the eventual result has
been the enactment of factory legislation
causing great hardship to a large number
of people. Let us avoid such bhardship
if possible. We often hear from sowe
of those very wise people who write to
the newspapers and who pour their woes
mto the sympathetic ear of vur Premier,
that factory legislation will restrict trade.
That is a sounding sentence ; the argu-
ment is one which may be wery easily
advanced. T wish, however, that the
people who use the argument would
point to u couutry where legislation of
this kind has had such an effect. I shall
be glad to know of a country in which
factory legislation has been established,
where the pumber of factories has not
in¢reased and tbe number of facto

workers also has not increased correspond-
ingly, while at the same time the wages in
many cases are very much higher and the
conditions generally are much improved.
The argument that factory legislation
restricts business is not true. The minds
of some people have been contaminated
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by reading the Victorian Jlegislation. ! serious objection to it.

‘Whilst all this criticism has been made
against the strong legislation of the Vie-
torian Factories Act, and I believe it is
represented that the Victorian factories
are being destroyed, at the same time we
geo the effect is, that within the last 18
months the number of factories in Vie-
toris has very largely increased and the
number of workmen in Victoria has
inereased by two or three thousand. That
is the result of the wicked legislation that
we hear aboutin Victoria. Thereisnota
factories Act in force in Victoria now, but I
feel quite certain that without the law the
vast majority of manufacturers in Vietoria
are following to the letter the provisions
of the lute Act; and it will only be a few
people here and there, those who wish to
score a point on their neighbours, who

will take advantage of the Act being .

temporarily postponed. We know one
of the first promises of the Government
in Victoria, which seems to have a large
majority, is to reinstate that measure at
the earliest possible opportunity, and we
all believe that within a wonth or two
that law will be in force in that State.
‘We feel quite certain, in spite of all the
grumblings we have heard in the Vie-
torian newspapers, that the law is appre-
ciated by all the people in Victoria. It
is an Act that will be followed in spiris,
even if itis not put into force  No doubt
this Bill will be found inconvenient by
some of the people who come under
it, largely because they are not accus-
tomed to the new conditions, and they
largely object for the reason that
we all object to go in a direction
we are not used to go in. The effect of
factory legislation in every country I
have heard -of is that those who wish to
catry on their buginess decently, cleanly,
and honestly never feel its harshness.
Those who will not take the precaution to
keep their places in a sanitary condition
are the persons who object. Those who
wish to take advantage of their neigh-
bours are always grumbling about the
legislation, but the honest trader is
always advantageld byit. The provisions
of the Bill do not go quite so far as those
of the Victorian Aect; but whatever regu-
lations are made, they will affect all fac-
tories alike, by placing them all on an
equal footing, and I feel certain that after
the inauguration of the law, few will find

Second reading.

Another objec-
tion which bhas been brought forward by
some critics is that under the Bill in-
spectors are given .very great powers,
dangerons powers; and they say itis
absolutely necessary that there should be
established under the Bill a court of
appeal, and that court of appeal should
be the Supreme Court. And why?
Because they fewr in most cases the
inspector will be an unjust man, an unfair
man, who will not give them fair con-
sideration. No doubt if we will only
argue the question, and do not leok for
the result of experience, we can persuade
ourselves there is something in the argu-
ment. I do not know if there is any
country where the power given to inspec-
tors has been found to be a serious blot
on legislation; and in this country our
experience of inspectors has never borne
out that idea. Here we have our mines
under inspectors, who have the power of
ordering certain things to be done; they
have also the power of stopping certain
workings declared to be unsafe, and the
inspectors use the power verv often ; but
so far us I know, no mining company has
seriously proposed that the inspector who
finds anything wrong should be asked
to stay his hand until o lawyer i
engaged to argue the matter in the
Supreme Court. We have inspectors
of engines, inspectors of boilers, and in-
spectors of many things in this country,
and in every case the inapectors have
strong powers. Where inspectors are
appointed it is found necessary to give
them really strong powers to compel
things being done in the way it is wished,
otberwise the appointment of inspectors
is merely a farce. I think—I am not
quite sure of the position—appeals againat
inspectors were allowed in most cases, at
any rate in some cases, in Great Britain
until probably 16 or 17 years ago, when
it was found that almost every manufac-
turer would not keep his factory decent
and was continually appealing against
the decisions of the inspectors. It was
farther found that it was a most in.
efficient and expensive process. After a
time the number of things which one
could appeal against was very seriously
limited, if not entirely abolished. So fax
as I know in none of the States in Aus-
tralia, and certainly not in the colony of
New Zealand, has any inspector been
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appealed against, and T feel quite sure if | details except this:

we go upon the precedent of other coun-
tries we shall find the same thing taking
place as in those counmtries. I said in
starting I should have preferred the Bill
to have gone a good deal farther than it
does. Omne matter especially T should
like to call atiention to. In the New
Zealand Factories Act there is a pro-
vision for working eight hours a day for
evervone. While parts of the New Zea-
land Act have been transferred word for
word to this Bill, that part referring to
the men has Dbeen left out, and the
Premier told us the reagon for doing so
was that we shounld begin very slowly,
and that the men in Western Australia,
as a general rule, manage to hold their
own as regards hours; and seeing that
the Arbitration Court has been estab-
lished, the men would have an oppor-
tunity of appealing to that court to get
the hours restricted to eight. But I
think thaé .is an unnecessarily large
amount of work te put upon the work-
men ; besides it seems 10 be inconceivable
that all persons who work in factories
can in this large conntry be members of
unions, and more especially under the

resent Arbitration Act. That Act was
mtroduced by the Premier, and one of
the provisions in it is that those in small
industries should be able to take their
case to the Arbitration Court, and in a
country like this with such large dis-
tances, where we have many factories
scattered over wide and distant areas, it
is practically imposeible that all factories
should have unions who would be able to
take a case before the Arbitration Court.
And besides, it is very unwise, if not im-
possible, for people who are few in num.
ber to take a case Dbefore the court. . It
would have been much better for every-
one if the Premier had copied the section
of the New Zealand Act and adopted the
eight hours as the standard for Western
Australia. If that is not done just now,
it will be very much more difficnlt to do
at a later time. However, when we have
the Bill before the Committee, that ques-
tion will be discussed, and from what I
remember of the expressions of members
I do not doubt for & moment we shall be
able to insert that provision in the Bill.
As T believe we all consider it wise to get
the Bill into Commitiee as soon as pos-
sible, I shall not mention any of the
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the Bill repeals
the present Early Closing Act. We
were engaged op that measure at the
beginning of this year, and very grave
objections were taken to the various pro-
visions. Then we came to an under-
standing that the Act should only bea
re-enactment of the law which had then
recently expired, and that during this
session of Parliament the Early Closing
Act would be superseded by a Shops and
Factories Bill. We have that Bill now
before us, and [ am quite sure that the
provisions will be thought unsatisfactory
to many of us here, and certainly nothing
we can do will be considered satisfactory
by a very large number of people outside
the House. But I hope that members
will maintain as far as possible all the
excellent provisions of the Early Closing
Act that we have had in force in Western
Australia for so long and I shall only
indicate one amendment, that I shall try
my best to get inserted in this Bill. Not
only, as provided by the Bill should all
the small shops be registered, but every
shop should be registered. We had an
instance of how the law would act by the
guggestion made by the member for Cue
to-night, He said Asiatics should not be
registered. That they should not come
under the additional hours given to small
shops. If we passed that, then Asiaties
could carry on any big shops they liked,
and I am quite certain those who dislike
the Asiatics in amall shops would equally
diglike them in big shops. I wish again
to congratulate the Premier for bringing
forward the Bill and I hops all members
will apply to it their best energies and
let us do all we can to make this the
model Factories Bill in Australia.

M=z. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : I phall content myself with
saying that I shall support the second
reading of the Bill with very great
pleasure. T think its necessity has be-
come evident, and I think the Bill is such
that it meets the case to almost perfec-
tion. The best proof of the excellence of
the Bill is that, with the exception of one
or two minor amendments, which T
believe the House will agree to, the Bill
has not been condemned by either shop-
keepers or munufacturers. I myself have
had interviews with shopkeepers and
manufacturers, and I have not heard a
single condemnatory opinion of the Bill.
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I do mot think anything could show
clearer how carefully the Bill has been
drafted and with due consideration, not
only to the employees and small shop-
keepers, but to large shopkeepers and
manufacturers. Iam satisfied that witha
few amendments in Committee this Bill
willdo a greatdeal of good. With reference
to what has been said about Asiatics this
evening, I trust the members for Cue
(Mr. Illingworth) and Kanowna (Mr.
Hastie) will take action in the matter. It
is a growing evil to Fremantle and Perth,
and we ought to do all we can to stop it.

Mr. H DAGLISH (Subiaco): I
should like to join in congratulating the
Premier in introdncing the first measure
of this descripiion into the Western Aus-
tralian Legislatore, and while T ayree
with the opinion expressed by the mem-
ber for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie), I may at
all events congratulate the Premier on the
fact that he has introduced a more satis-
factory measure than the first Victorian
Factory Bill that was brought in by the
Hon, Mr. Deakin. The present measure
can, I think, be made a very satisfactory
one before it emerges from this Chamber,
and it hasin it all the possibilities of a
useful piece of legislation, with a few -
amendments that I think this House will
be willing to make. T cannot altogether
agree with the opinion of the member for
Cue in regard to the question of branding
furniture, and I hope there will be some
provision made before this Bill pusses
through the House to wmake it binding
that all Asiatic-made furniture shall be
branded in a prominent place.

Me. ILtaNgworTH: You may make it
go that they will not manufacture furni-
ture at all.

Me. DAGLISH : Quite so.
proposal I should be very glad to support.
I do not think the houn. member will find
it possible absolutely to stop Chinese from
manufacturing furniture straight away.
I do not believe it will be found
possible to shut out existing Chinese
factories by any legislation we can
pass. It wmay be possible, as has
been indicated by the hon. member, to
prevent new persons from entering into
that industry. The evil is one that has
grown enormously during the past few
years, and it has increased largely be- |
cause it has been pnssible to get nid of |

That is a,
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Chinese-made furniiure under the pre-
tence, in most cases, that the goods sold
were English-made. Furniture made by
Chinese has, I believe, almost invariably
been sold under this pretence, and there
is very good reason to think that some of
it has found its way into Government
offices and Government establishments.
‘We would, at all events, be able to pre-
vent that sort of thing, if the furniture
were branded. I think we would be able
to prevent that being attempted under u
Government contract, and that we can
make some provision which shall have the
effect of preventing persons from buyiog
Chinese-made articles under the impres-
gion that they are supporting European
labour when they do so. I may say that
in most cases the English price is charged
for these Asiatic-made goods, and that is
a very objectionable thing in itself. In
regard to the factories provisions, it is to
be regretted that a preposal exists in the
Bill to limif the operation of thia measnre
to any particular districts, because I can-
not see why the whole of the State should
not be brought under its provisions. If
in certain portions of the State we have
no factories, there cannot be any harm
done by having a measurs in force that
will not, us regards those districts, be
operative, and it will at all events prevent
the Government of a future day, when
there is a necessity to proclain a new dis-
trict, from wmeeting opposition on the
ground that people have gone there
simply because it was outside the limits
of the measure. I cannot see why the
provisions that govern sanitary arrange-
ments relating to a factory in Perth and
Fremantle should not apply equally in
any other town throughout the State where
factories may he in existence. [MemsBER:
The hours of working, too?] The hours of
working are not governed, I am sorry to
say, by this measure. I do not see why
there should not be a 48 hours limitation
applied to factories throughout the State.
I am quite satisfied no good reason can
be assigned why the hours in factories
should be longer. Those who have hud
practical experience of working in a
factory will agree that longer hours than
those are harnful to health, especially in
places where the climate is very warm. I
should like to see the provision I have
referred to absolutely struck out of the
Bill.
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Mz, Hopeing: There are several other
provisions which do not suit the gold-
fields.

Me. DAGLISH : Of course the hon.
member may be able to give us good
reasons why this provision with regard to
districts should apply.

TeEE PrEMIER : It exists in New South
Wales and Queensland. Also in South
Australia, I believe. Tt does not exist in
New Zealand. In New South Wales it
only applies to one or two districts, and
in Queensland 1o six or eight.

Mz. DAGLISH : I am quite satisfied
that if there are good reasons for exemp-
tion in particular districts, this House
will be prepared to consider them, but at

present we have only the statement of the |

Premier in his speech when introducing
this measure, that New South Wales is
divided into districts, and that only two
districts exist in that State. The Premier,
in introducing the meagure, in dealing
with that particular feature, seemed to
follow the Chinese tailor, who had
trousers with a patch given to him as a
pattern, and in making the new pair he
very carefully cut out a pieee and put on
a patch in order that he might follow the
pattern. The hon. gentleman has followed
the patch in the New South Wales Act.

A Tge PrEmier: Andin the Queensland

ct.

Mz. DAGLISH: I do not think we
have yet had any necessity shown for the
existence of the patch in our own par-
ticular measure. Inregard to bakehouses,
for instance, the Premier has admitted
that it is undesirable to apply the limita-
tion of districts, There 18 another part
of the Bill which I think is Hable to
abuse, and that is the portion which gives
the Government power to exempt certain
factories or classes of factories from the
operation of the Act. That places a
certain amount of power in the hands of
the Government of the day that I do not
think they should possess, and I am
speaking now from a knowledge of how a
similar clause in the first Victorian Act
operated. There were in the town of
Geelong several woollen factories that
would come, in the natural order of things,
under the Victorian Factories Act, which
provided tbat only 48 bours a week should
be worked by factory employees. The
persons owning these factories made
representations to the Chief Secretary of
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the day that they could not afford te run
their establishments with an eight hours
day; that they had been working all
all along for 10 hours a day, and even
then they had a difficulty in running the
industry successfully. The consequence
was that the Chief Secretary granted an
exemption under the provisions of the
Act giving them that power. That
exemption extended over a large number
of years. Ultimately, however,in response
to un application of the working men,
who, I think, had formed a union in the
meantime, the exemption was removed,
and from the date of the removal of the
exemption those woollen factories went on
working on the 48 hours system, and
succeeded fully as well when working 48
as they bad succeeded when working
60. For years they had evidenily been
enjoying an exemption that was abgolutely
unnecessary, and was not only unnecessary
but unfair to all the workers in that
particular industry, I am afraid we
ghall have the same experience, at all
events we shall open the door to the
possibility of the same experience, here.
It we prant power to the Govern-
ment of the day to give exemption to any
factory or any class of factory, there is
always the possibility of such power
being used for political purposes. I am
very sorry with the member for Kanowna
that we have not an eight bours day pro-
vided in our Act, and I do not see why
the mere fact that we have an Arbitration
Act on our statute book should warrant
us in foreing workmer to go to the
expense and trouble, and in putting their
employers to the expense and trouble, of
going te the Arbitration Court, before
they can get an eight hours day decreed.
I do not think we should have any hesita-
tion in following other States in providing
for the limitation of hours of work. In
regard to the Chinese laundries I do not
think the Bill goes far enough. There is
a provision in Clause 26 that no person
of Chinese or other Asiatic race shall be
employed in a laundry for any longer
hours than those for which women may
be employed under this Bill. The limita-
tion in the Bill applying to women is that
they shall not be employed for more than
48 hours a week, but if we pass Clause 26
we shall have no possible way of getting
at these Chinese laundries, because we
would need to have a factory inspector
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standing at the door to watech when they
open, and g factory inspector to stand at
the door and watch when they close, and
practically we should need a man to be
looking in at the window when they have
closed, because the work is quiet work
that can be carried on without the know-
ledge of anyone standing in the immediate
vicinity of the place, and the only way
to find out how long they work is to have
provision that laundries shall be opened
at a certain hour, and shall close at
another fixed hour, and then make
arrangements that a factory inspector
ghall visit them frequently during the
hours after the closing and before
the opening. [MEwBER: And that the
owner shall not live on the premises,]
That would be a good thing. It would
shut them off the premises immedi-
ately the premises were closed. I may
say that in Victoria we found great
trouble in applying the provision of the
limitation of hours to the Chinese in the
forniture trade. We found it almost
impossible there to stop them from work-
ing on Sundays, although wuch of the
work makes an amount of noise that
attracts attention outside. There will be
much greater difficulty in enforcing our
lauodry provisions, unless they are made
very stringent indeed. The question of
health is one that makes it necessary to
have a very careful ingpection of Chivese
laundries, becanse there is good reason to
believe that much disease is disseminated
from those establishments. There is
another weak point in the measure,
another omission. There is no provision
to deal with the hours of carters. This
is a matter which has been brought
before the House on more than one
oceasion, and one, T am sorry to say, the
House has not yet dealt with. We have
our carters connected with various estal-
lishments, supposed to close at certain
fixed hours, working on to midnight very
often.

Mz. InninoworTH: What about bar-
maids ?

Me. DAGLISH: The hon. member
knows more about barmaids than I do.
It is experienced members we ought to
bave information from. But, really, there
is a very grave need for this House to
include some provision in the Factories
Bill that shall limit the hours of working
for carters. I would not ask for a
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' mowent that they should be absolutely
| limited to 48 hours, just at present—I
hope we shall come to that a little later
on—but I do think we should at all
events give them a limit of not more than
60 hours for a week’s work, including
the hours engaged in stable duty both
before and after their hours of work.
At present they have absolutely no limit-
ation of hours, and many of them work
very much more than either 56 or 60
hours per week. I hope these questions
will receive consideration in Committee;
and I believe it will he possible for us to
produce from this House, with a few al-
terations to the Bill before us, & measure
which will be fully worthy of the best in-
telligence the House possesses, and of
the demands which have been made on
us by the public.

Me. InziveworTH : And which will be
an bonour to the James Ministry.

Tre PREMIER (in reply): I have to
thank hon. members for the maamer in
which they have received this Bill I
quite expected that the member for
Kanowna (Mr, Hastie) would object to
the absence from the Bill of any provision
insisting on the application of the eight-
hours day to male employees in factories.
Well, I thought, and I still thiok, that
ag we have the Arbitration Court, which
has the amplest power to fix those hours,
it is far better that such s matter should
be settled by the Arbitration Court when
a dispute arises, than that we should
attempt to lay down a general rule which
will apply to every factory, whatever may
be the indusiry or the conditions in which
the work is carried on. Thelaw provides a
gimple method by whichsuch questions can
be seitled, having regard to the demands
and peculiarities of each industry. Refer-
ence has been made to the fact that we
provide that this Bill shall apply only to
districts proclaimed. I believe that pro-
vision is obviously and absolutely essen-
tial in such a State as Western Australia,
a State of inagnificent distances, with
| & scattered population, and where the

industrial community centres round a
i comparatively few spots. It wonld be
. wrong to apply a Factories Act which

conveys on its very face that it is

intended to deal with industrial popula-
. tions, to an area such as exists from
. Murchison northward. Fancy a Factories
| Act applied to that area, where there is
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nothing in the semblance of a factory,
where there is an enormous territory
devoted entirely to pastoral pursuits! So,
also, when we come down to the South
and South-West, we find areas where
there are mo factories. [Me. IrLiNe-
worTH: What about butter factories ]
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You might find a briquette factory at .
Bunbury, or a Dutter factory at the .

Vasse. [Me. ILLinowortr: And brew-
eries.] True. But after all, there are
few factories in the towns, and few towns
at that. Onutside, there are husndreds of

square miles of country where there is no

suggestion of anything like a factory.

Me. IrLiveworta: What about the
timber-millg ?

Tag PREMIER: Timber-mills are
certainly faclories; and the Bill can be
applied to them. Ry proclamation, the
Government have power te apply the
Act; but I am replying to the hen.
member who said that we who maintain
the Bill shonld be applied by proclama-
tion only, ought to show the necessity
for that provision. I say it is quite
sufficient to cast one's eye over the State
in order to realise that those who wish to
apply the measure throughout the coun-
try are called on to prove their case—not
those who wish to adopt the method here
provided. Thep a suggestion bhas been
made that there should not be any power
of exemption. I believe that power is
essentinl, because it secures a needed
elasticity in the working of the Bill. An
instance where’ exemptions would be
necessary was brought to my notice to-
day. Industrial shows are sometimes
held, such ag an exhibition by the Manu-
facturers’ Association, where, during the
course of the show, work is going on as
part of the show. If it were not for the
exempting power, the hall or other Luild-
ing might be held to be a factory.
The member for Subiaco (BMr. Daglish)
points out what happened in Victoria.
Many things bave happened in Victoria
which I venture to say will not happen
here; and I sheuld be sorry to think that
because certain things happened in Vie-

toria it should be assumed they will -

happen in this State, and that we must
take steps to provide against them. So

far as my experience shows, Parliament

and the Press are pretty vigilant here in

watching the administration of depart-

ments : and complaints are quickly made
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if there is any undue exercise of the
discretion given by Act of Parliament to
a Minister. There is not the slightest
fear of these powers being abused. The
most important snggestion in the discus-
sion ie that relating to the Asiatic ques-
tion. Iam glad to see members taking
this up; because the very first Bill I ever
introduced to this House, and the first I
ever drafted, was a Bill called “ The
Chinese Immigration Reatriction Act";
and Tasked the House to pass the Bill to
regulate the Chinese then in our State, to
limit the occvpations Chinese could
follow, and while making adequate pro-
vision that those who were then carrying
on businees should not be prejudiced, to
prevent abuses cropping up here such as
were then and are still found in Mel.
bourne ; and strangely enough, the very
instance I gave was that of the furniture
trade. I said :—

‘We do not want them to compefe against
Europeans in many kinds of labour and in
trades, as they do at present. If they docome
here, we should tolerate them simply as labour
machines and for cheap labour. I ask mem-
bers, is it not desirable that we should intro-
duce provisions for preventing the possibility
of that happening here which has happenedin
Sydney and Melbourne, where the furniture
trade 1s wholly monopolised by Chinamen, and
where, 28 & consequence, there are scenes of
degradation and vice thatare equalled perhaps

only in San Francisco and certain parts of
China ?

That was in 1894; and if that Bill had
then been passed, things might now be
better. But I regret to say that when
we went to a division, Mr. Illingworth
and a few others voted for me, but the
member for Beverley (Mr. Harper) voted
agningt us; and if, etght yeurs ago, the
hon. member had been able to see eye
to eye with us, we might have had passed
mto law the very provision he now seeks
to embody.

M=r. Harrer: Was that the only pro-
vision in your Bill? There were a faw
others in it.

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member
can look at the Bill; besides, I decline to
recognise the right of a member to say
that because certain provisions in a Bill
are bad, he will reject the whole of it. I
hardly recognise the attitude as fair.

Me. Harper: I think you have often
dons so.

Tar PREMIER : Certainly not. If
the main provisions of a Bill—399 aut of
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1,000—are bad, I am not prepared to ' a certain number of apologies; because

struggle in order to save the one good
provision. But in that particular Bill,
my object was not only to restrict the
importation of Asiatics—for there was
then legislation dealing with them—but
to insist that those who were here should
be licensed and limited to certain occupa-
tions. So long ago as 1894 I was dis-
cussing in this House the principles
discussed here this evening; and I am
glad to say I then received from the
wember for Cue (Mr. Illingworth) the
sympathy one might expect atter listening
to his speech this evening. As he said,
the Bill did not receive much considera-
tion at the hands of the House; and the
motion for the second reading was nega-
tived. This is a serious question, and I
hope it will be fully discussed. I realised
it was bound to ecrop up. If it do
not apply to the whole of the factories,
it will apply to a certain number.
It will, T believe, come up in connection
with the provision for the registration of
small shops. I bope that in dealing with
the matter, whatever may be our pre-
]udlces against the Chinese, we shall bear
in mind that as they bave come here to
carry ou their trades and other occupa-
tions under the existing law, we should
see that whilet the law we pass may
enable us to prevent an increase in the
competition which we now suffer, it may
not act unfairly to those already here.
And that increase is quite possible;
because, since the formation of the Com-
monwealth and the imposition of uniform
duties, it may bappen that though we
now have large numbers of aliens, we
may bave increasingly large numbers in
the future, unless some restriction be
devised to prevent farther competition,
so far as we can prevent it, at the bands
of Asiatics.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND BREADING {MOVED).

Tex PREMIER (Hon. Walter James),
in moving the second reading, said: If I
had regard only to the convenience of
those members of Parliament who have
to observe the Land Act, I should say
that I move the second reading of this
Bill with a certain smmount of regret, and

it is to be deplored that since 1898, when
we passed an Act supposed to be a model,
we have had, session after session, to pass
amending Acts overcoming the defects
which time, and a very short time, dis-
closes in the original Act of 1898; und
not only to overcome defects, but to add
provisions which experience shows to be
necessury, As I do nol speak from that
point of view, but only as one desirous
of improving the Land Act, I move the
second reading with pleasure; because it
is our duty to remove those defects and
difficulties as soow as experience has
shown them to exist. During the
passage of this Bill through the House,
T shall be glad if members—and I
particularly address this information to
country members-—will put on the Notice
Paper all questions in connection with
which they think the existing Land Act
may with advantage be amended. The
(Government propose during the recess to
have the various Land Aects brought up
to date, and to bring in one consolidating
Act next session ; and if, whbile this Bill
is pussing through the House, we have
an opportanity of gathering from mem-
bers who represent country constituencies
information as to where the present Acts
need amendment, we sball be in a better
position to approach the work of con-
solidating the existing law. This Bill
consists alinost entirely of clauses making
amendments of the various sections of
the Act of 1898. A second reading
speech is hardly called for, since the Bill
is almost entirely a question of detail.
Clause 2 proposes un amendment of
Section 21 of the principal Act. Bection
17 of that Aet provides:—

A1l applications for land under thie Act

shall be made on the prescribed forms, and
shall take priority accordmg to the order of
their being lodged. .
The intention of that sectlon is clearly
that applicants as between themselves
ghall take priority in accordance with the
order in which they lodged their appli-
cations—that if two applications are
lodged together, then there shall be a
system provided in the remaining portion
of this section by which the difficulty
may be overcome. Section 21 of the Act
provides :—

All applications of evervy description shall
be subject to the approval of the Alinister,
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who may insert such conditions and reserva- ! elsewhere. The subsection as drafted,

tione as te him may appear mecessary in the
public interest.

Now, I submit that it was clearly the
intention of - Parliament that whilst
Section 17 should provide for the order
of priority as between competing ap-
plicants, there should be no doubt what-
ever as to the rights of the Minister in
the interests of the public to refuse an
application, or to impose terms as
indicated by Section 21. I think that is
the proper construction to be placed on
the section, and I hold under the existing
law it cannot be contended that merely
because o man makes an application the
hands of the Minister are tied and he is
bound to grant the application without
regard to the matters suggested by Section
21 as being necessary in the public
interest, 'We propose, however, to make
the matter perfectly clear by the amend-
ment proposed in Clause 2 of the present
Bill, under which Section 21 of the
principal Act will read :—

All applications of every description shall,

notwithstanding any provisions of this Act
relating to priority, be subject to the approval
of the Minister . . . . .
And so forth. The next clause proposes
an amendment in Section 68, Sub-
secttons 2 and 9. As it stands, the
former subsection, which deals with
conditional purchases of grazing land,
reads : —

Not more then two leases shall be heid by
one peraom, and the maximum area held by
one person shall he three thousand scres of
second class land, or five thousand acres of
third class land : Provided that if one person
selects two leases in different classes, the total
guantity of such leases shall not exceed four
thousand acres P
The amendment proposes to allow any
person to select two or more leases in
different places, while the limitation of
acreage will still apply. Subsection 9
reads :—

Any person having obtained a grazing lease
of lass area than the maximum area prescribed
in the preceding subsection numbered two may
apply for ome additional lease, situated not
more than ten miles from the first, of such an
area as together with his former lease shall
not exceed the maximum areas mentioned in
the second subsection of this section. .
The maximum area is thus fixed, and the
subsection also provides that the holder
of a grazing lease of less area than the

however, enables the holder only to apply
for one additional lease elsewhere. The
Bill proposes to strike out the words,
*one additional lease” and to insert “a
lease or leases” in lien, thus enabling the
applicant to apply for more than one
additional lease, so long as he does not
exceed the maximum area. Following
on that, there will be consequential
amendments in the subsequent parts of
the subsection. The subsection, as pro-
pused to be amended, will also provide
that if two or more leases (instead
of two lemses onmly) adjein they may
be deemed to be ome lease in respect
to fencing and improvements required.
The amendment of the section thus en-
ables application to be made for two or
more leases, go long as the maximum
area which may be applied for is not ex-
ceeded, whereas the section nmow limits
applicants to two leases. Whilst it may
be important to limit the maximum area,
it is not important to limit the number
of leases under which the maximum area
may be held to one or two, By Section
110 of the principal Act, provision is
ntade for the issue of licenses in certain
cases, and, amongst others, a sandalwood
license is provided for:—

A sandalwood license authorising the
licensee to fell, cut, and remove any sandal-
wood growing upon any Crown lands in the
locality named.

This Bill propeses to strike out that
paragraph of Subsection 3, and to insert
in lieu:—

A sandalwood license authorising the
licensee to fell, cut, and remove any sandal-
wood growing upon any Crown lands in the
locality named in the license, but subject to
the provisions of the Sandalwood Act, 1881,
and any amendment thereof.

Doubts have arisen as to whether a
sandalwood lieense isgned under Section

. 110 of the Land Act does not enable the

licensee to cut sandalwood irrespective of
the restrictions of the Sandaiwood Act,
1881. The object of the amendment. is to
malke it clear that the holder of a sandal-
wood license under the Land Act is still
liable to the restrictions of the Sandalwood
Act. The Bill adds another license to
the forms of license provided by Section

. 110 of the principal Act, one dealing with

wazimum may apply for anocther lease .

the question of zamia palm wool :(—

A zamiy palm wool license authorising the
licensee to gather and remove zamia palm wool
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upon any Crown lands in the locality named ! olject.

in the license. Such license muat be held by
every person engaged in the removal of zamia
palm wool from Crown lands, although such
person may not be engaged in gathering the
Bame,

Mr. HarpEr: Will the hon. gentle-
man explain the meaning of the clause ?
Presumably uo one would gather palm
wool except for the purpose of removing
it.

Tue PREMIER: A person might be
actually engaged only in gathering the
wool and putting it into bags, whilst
someone ere was to come aloug and
collect the bags. Ifa man is canght
actually collecting the wool at the root of
the pahn, the case is simple enough; but
if he is caught with three or four bagfuls
on a cart, the case is different, for he
might say, “ I am not collecting the palm
wool; I am werely carting it away;
someone else is collecting it.” The real
object of the clause is to give wide terms
in order to make the authority of the
license effective.

De. O'Connor:
apply to aborigines ?

Tue PREMIER : The clause provides
no exemption in favour of natives. Clause
6 provides an amendment of Section 111
of the principal Act, which amendment
re-appears in one or two of the remain-
ing clauses of this amending Bill. Seec-
tion 111 reads :—

The DMinister may, subject to this Act and
the Regulations, grant a license to fell and

hew timber fo be used or exported as piles,
poles, or balks.

‘Would the clause

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Section 119 of the principal Act
provides that where timber reserves for
farmers and settlers do not exist, the
Minister may grant permits, free of cost,
to farmers and settlers to cut any kind of
timber. We propose to insert the same
words in that section, su that the license
shall allow only the cutting of timber of
the standard size prescribed by regula-
tion. That is merely carrying out the
principle adopted for the first time in the
amendment of Section 111. Members
no doubt know that under Section 136 of
the existing Act, ruther a long period of
time is allowed for the payment of vents.
That seems well enough in theory to
those who, in the great majority of cases,
avail themselves of the benefit. The rent
is to be puid on or Lefore the 1st March
and the lst October; then the lessee is
allowed to pay within 30 days, subject to
a fine of 2d. in the £1; if he daes not pay
within 80 days he way pay within 60,
subject to a fine of 6d. in the £1; and,
finally, he way pay within 90 days, sub-
ject to a fine of 1s. in the £1. If he fails
to pay at the end of that term, the lease,
with all improvements, 1s forfeited. The
Government consider that those are regu-
lations which ought not to apply all
round. We ask the House by Clause 9
to provide that, in relation to all timber

. leases granted after the passing of this

Members will sce that no provision is .

made giving the Governor a right by Act
or regulation to prescribe the standard
size of timber that can be removed.
It is proposed now to insert after the
word “timber,” the words: ““unot being
under the standard size prescribed by the
regulations in force for the time being.”
Thus, Section 111 of the Aci, as proposed
to be amended, would read :—

The Minister may, subject to this Act and
the Regulations, grant a license to fell and
hew timber, not being under the stundard size
prescribed by the regulations in force for the
time being, to be nsed or exported as piles,
poles, or balks.

Thus the Minister would have power by
regulation to prevent the cutting of
immature timber. Section 112 will he
amended to the sawme effect with the samy

Bill, the rent shall be payable half-
yearly, and that if it be not paid puncto-
ally, or after an allowance of 30 days’
grace, the lease may be forfeited. There
is another c¢lass of leasehslders, too, who
need to be dealt with in a manner
different from that provided by Section
136 of the existing Act—the holders of
residential leases. The rents in cunnec-
tion with restdential leases are very low,
and it does seem an absurdity that 90
days should be allowed to elapse before
any steps are taken to insist on payment,
of rents which have fallen due, or, in
the alternative, to forfeit leases. The
rent is very small—10s. or £1 per
anpum—and it is utterly unreascnable
that the provisions of Section 136 of
the Aet should apply to such small
holdings. ‘The rent ought to be paid far
more punctually than under condittons
providing a period of 90 days’ grace, to
be followed by an advertisemeat in the
Government Gazetfe notifying lability to
forfeiture.  Clause 9 thus provides an
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alteration in the law relating to timber
leases and residential leases. Clause 10
proposes to amend Section 145 of the
prioeipal Act. That section provides that
where a claim is made for compensation
by a selector whose land is resumed, or
where a claim is made for compensation
in respect of land resumed out of a pas-
toral lease or agricultural arca, only those
improvements which, in the opinion of
the Minister, have been bona fide made

for the purpose of bettering the land or |

increasing its carrving capacity shall be
taken into consideration. A person
claiming compensation must satisfy the
Minister that the improvements on
which the claim
fide made for the purpose of increasing

the carrving capacity of the land. By |
Clavse 10 we provide that when he is °

satisfied, the faci. of his satisfaction can
be conveyed by a signed certificate. The
question has arisen in connection with
some arbitration cases at Geraldton.
The Minister had given a certificate that
he was satisfied that certain improve-
wments were bond fide improvements. It
is threatened that the certificate will be
ohjected to and that the Minister must
attend and express by word of mouth his
satisfaction or dissatisfaction.
absurd. We provide by the clause that

he need not attend, but may express his -

satisfaction or dissatisfaction by cerfifi-
cate. Clause 11 contains another formal
amendment,

time, and amongst other things it
allows regulations to prescribe the size
of timber, piles, poles, and banlks
which may be cut under timber leases
or licenses, and we propose to add
to that the words “ or other amthority™;
hecause timber can be cut not only under
timber leases or licenses but under other
authorities, I referred to one or two of
them in passing a moment or two ago.
We want to make clear that there is
power to make regulations where there is
authority in special cases to eut timber.
Clause 12 is one to which I desire to
draw the attention of members of the
House. It says:—

Notwithstanding anything contained in See-
tion 14 of the Land Act Amendment Act, 1900,
the lands in respect of which the residential
leases described in the Schedule to this Act
have been granted may, subject to the pro-

12 Ocroper, 1902, )

is based were bona -

That is |

Section 161 provides power
to make regulations from time to
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visivns of the principal Act, be granted in fee
simple to the lessees thereof.

That clause relates to certain holdings at
Boulder, known as the 33 feet frontuges.
They were sold under conditions set
forth in a petition laid before the House
towards the close of last session; under
conditions which in the opinion of the
petitioners gave them the vight to say
they were entitled to obtain the fee
simple to these leases under certain terms.
The member for Boulder will take an
opportunity on the second reading to
place the House more fully in possession
of the facts, but it iz our duty to Lring
the Bill before the House becavse 1t 1is a
matter which requires amending. There
is in Boulder an area shown on the plan
before me, coloured yellow, which was
disposed of in the ordinary way under
which the purchusers had the right to
acquire the fee simple by carrying out
certain conditions. Tbat part coloured

" green on the plan remained open to be

cut up in the ordinary way. Boulder
being anxious to get those who were
living on the leases into the townsite had
this area thrown open. The areas thrown
open in this case instead of being 66 feet
were 33 feet; the reason why will be
explained more fully, but it does not
affect the position. The Crown leases
were thrown open and made available at
the instigation of the Boulder Council,
and the conditions under which they were
avatlable were advertised by the Boulder
Council, and it was then given forth that
those who purchased the leases had the
right at the end of 12 months to put the lots
up for sale under the ordinary terms
under which they could take the reserve,
adding the price of improvements, and
anything beyond that they would have to
bid for, and the highest bidder would
receive the fee simple in the ordinary way.
Some difficulty arose as to whether a fee
simple could be granted, and the following
telegram from Mr. Clifton, the Under
Secretary for Lands, was read at the sale:

In reply to your wire to-day, I have held
mafter over in hope of being able te devise some
scheme by which your wishes could be met,
but find it imposeible arrange for sale of lots
without going to auction. Lots cammot be
dealt with as residence areas nnder Goldfields
Act because they are not in goldfields, there-
fore I can see nothing but to deal with them
as residential lots under regulations gazetted
8th April last, copy of which was sent in my
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letter, 7th October, with some modifications |
following, holder to put his lot up to aunction
with value of improvements added at any time
during currency on his holding. If this will
suit, the matter can be fized up immediately.
So that at the time of sale the land was
sold subject to the conditions appearing
in the Gazelte of the 8th April last, sub-
ject to the farther conditions set forth in
the letter, and any person becoming the
purchaser would have the right to put
his lot up for auction, plus the improve-
ments, and it would go through in the
ordinary way. The lots were purchased
on the strength of the telegram and the
representations made. Difliculties arose
when the purchasers asked the Govera-
ment to carry out the promises contained
in the telegram. Some legislation was
passed in the meantime, and those who
purchased found this promise was not
carried out, and as thev say they have
been induced to purchase this land they
complain somewhat strongly that after
the promige made to them an Act had
been passed which blocked the way of the
promise being carried out until farther
legislation is introduced. If the House
is satisfied when these persons purchased
the areas they purchased them on the
promise and the representations that they
were to obtain the fee simple in the
ordinary course of things they are
entitled to have their promises carried
out, and the persons ask now that the
terms conveyed in the letter should be
carried out, baving the right to put their
areas up for sale and to deal with them
in the ordinary way. Under the clause,
if passed, the purchasers will obtain that
power. So far as we can see from perus-
mg the file the holders of these areas
have a strong case.

Mxz. Tavror: Will not other areas
come under the Bill likewise ?

M=r Horrmns: No. The schedule is
limited.

Tee PREMIER: It simply deals with
these special cases owing to the terms
made. So far as the Government can see
these areas were purchased on this under-
standing vaturally following from the
representations made, and that being the
case it is a matter to be considered by the
House. .

Me. InLingworTH : Similar conditions
exist elsewhere. It is just the same at

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Tee PREMIER: [ do not know of
similar conditions. If there are other
cases where the circumstances are the
sante, where practically speaking people
have porchased areas under promise
that they bave the right to mature them
into fee simple, that promise shauld be
carried out. All we have to do is to
satisfy ourselves clearly that a promise
was made. If mewbers do not think a
promise was made they ought not to
vote for the clause. Unless meutbers are
abundantly clear that a promise was
made, and that the purchasers relied on
that promise, they should not vote for the
clause.

Me. Tavoox: The House will bave to
decide that on this Bill.

Mz. ILLiNewoRTH: It is special legis-
lation.

Tae PREMIER: It is special legisla-
tion to give effect to the promise, and
again I sayv unless members are clear that
the promise was made I hope they will
vote against the clause, because I do not
want Parliament to believe that there was
sone imaginary promise or representation.
It must be clear that the representation
was made. Bear in mind that persons
must not come to the conclusion, that
because a particular officer said this or
that, they are justified in shutting their
eyes and doing nothing else; that is not
sufficient.

Mz. Jacomy: Are you satisied ?

Tue PREMIER: Personally I am
satisfied or T should not be introducing
the Bill.

Mr. InvizaworTH: Sister Veromca's
hospital is on the same basis.

Mg. Horxins: It is not.

Tae PREMIER : Clause 13 of the
Bill deals with another amendment and
refers to a section of the Act of 1902.
Section 5 of the awmending Act of 1902
Bays :—

Notwithstanding anything confained in the
principal Act, any Crown land (whether
within an agricultural area or not) which is
proved to the satisfaction of the Minister to
be second or third-class land, may be disposed
of, subject to the conditions of sections fifty-
five, fifty-six, or fifty-zseven of the principal
Act, at a price less than ten shillinga an acre.
The Bill says that shall enly apply where
second-class land is contained in an agri-
cultural area and not outside; that was
the intention. The Crown Lands office
are constantly worried to classify land all
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over the place. They have not the time
nor the officers to do the work. The right
is given there to second and third-class
lands, and extends to cases outside agri-
cultural areas. It is proposed by the
Bill to bring it back to what was intended.
Clause 14 is another amendment to which
I wish to call the attention of members.
It says:—

The Minister may, subject to the regulations
in force for the time heing, grant to any person
& permit fo cut and remove on and from any
reserve or state forest any timber, piles, poles,
and balks, on payment of the prescribed
royalty.

A guestion arises in connection with that
whether where we have a reserve or a
Ntate forest set apart there should not
be the right, on payment of a royalty, to
grunt a permit to remove timber, piles,
poles, and balks: whether it is desirable
to have these large areas of land with
this timber on it serving no good purpose
and practically going to wuste. There
would Dbe on these reserves or State
forests a good quantity of wood which
might be turned to goed account and
could be used in this way without lessening
the value of the veserve or State forest. It .
is thoaght that power should be given so
long as the paymentis by royalty and not, as
in the case of a lease, at so much per acre,
Then by Clanse 15, in relation to land
reserved under the provisions of Part 111.
of the Act, there is a formal power under
Section 39, which provides that reserves
may be made for different purposes, for
the use or benefit of aboriginal inhabi-
tants, railways, quays, sites of churches,
State forests, sites for cities, towns, vil-
lages, cemeteries, and matters like that—
it 18 provided that *where any Crown
land 18 reserved to His Majesty under
Part III. of the principal Act, and for
the time being such land is not required
for the purpose for which it is reserved,
the Governor may grant leases thereof
from vear to year, or for any lesser term,
for pastoral, grazing, or other purposes,
at the rent and subject o the conditions
applicable to unveserved waste lands of
the Crown.”

Mexseer : Can you cut timber ?

Tae PREMIER: No. Tt issimply a
right to lease from year to year, where

2 Octoser, 1902.]

vou bhave a State forest or State reserve,
and are not using it. I think,if I may say
g0, the most important clanses in this Bill
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| are Clauses 9, 12, and 14. Thoseure the

clauses to which I particularly desire to
draw the attention of members. I beg to
move the second reading.

Mz. C. HARPER (Beverley): This
measure is mainly administrative. Lt
dees mot appear to call for very much
remark, except in regard to a few clauses.
I do not propose to say anythiug in rela-
tion to Clause 9. That is more adminis-
trative than anything else; but with
regard to Clause 12, I feel it reguires to
be examined carefully to see whether it
will work any hardship or not. As to
Clause 14, T hope the House will reject
it. We have at present in this State
very large interests in our forests held
outside the State, and I do not think I
shall go far wrong when I say that
those who ure governing these large
companies perhaps will be more astute
than those here, and if there is any
possibility of their getting an advaniage
over the State they will take it. The
point the hon. member urged is that you
may remove piles, peles, and balks with-
out damaging the forests, I think that
1s not quite the fact. Timber that you
can remove out of a forest without doing
any harm is matured timber. In this
you propose not to give so much power in
regard to matured timber, as with regard
to the younger timber.

Tee PrEmisr: Timber, piles, poles,
and balks.

Mr. HARPER: These piles and poles
will be the trees of the next generation,
and while there is an abundance of con-
cessions and leases at present being
worked, I think it is very undesirable that
the Minister may have power to grant to
any ambitions promoter of a company
power to deal with this timber, I hope
for that reason the House will not pass
this clange. With regard to matters not.
dealt with in this Bill, there is one T
should like t¢ mention, and it is one the
Premier has asked for an expression of
opinicn upon. It is a matter that has
often been brought to my notice, and
which. perhaps, can hardly be dealt with
by a Bill; but may be dealt with by
administration; and that is the want of
uniformity in the method of classifying
land under our lund laws for agricultural
purposes, There does not appear to be
any definite line laid down as to what

| constitutes first, second, and third-class
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land ; and travelling about in different
places I find that one man calls first-class
what another may call second or third-
class, and so on, and it has produced a
good deal of ill feeling. It isalso said—
I hope it is not correct-—that some in-
spectors have perhaps looked more to the
favour that may be given to them in the
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districts they are working, than to the

interests of the State. I think it very
desirable that some definite line should
be laid down to guide inspectors,
and there should be some method of
check on them. We have, I believe, a
Chief Inspector, but it is impossible for
him to check all those under him, and I
think sometimes possibly men who are
appointed to the position of inspectors
have not proved by any means their
qualifications, and the Chief Inspec-

tor is working entirely in the dark
" been in occupation for a period of 12

as far as administration is concerned.
He may never have had an opportunity
of checking the work and seeing whether

the inspector is up to the mark but ,

simply sends in his report.
of many instances, T will not say in the
immediate past, but in years gone by,
and some not very long ago, in which
people resident in the places have con-
gidered that persons have been very

I bave heard .
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and which wre narked green upon this
plan, are themselves resident wupon
them, or their families are, und
where in any one particular instance it is
found that the registered owner is not
upon the land, he is absent with the

. express cousent of the Minister for Lands,

recorded in writing and registered on his
leuse. I want to explain the position
briefly, and, if I can, clearly to the men-
bers of the House who are interested in the
question. In the first place the blocks
marked yellow in the centre of the plan
were town lands sold by puoblic auction.
The blocks marked yellow around the
outside of the town were registered as
regidence areas under Section 30 of the
Mines Aet, which gave to every holder
the right to buy the land at an upset
price to be fixed by the Minister for
Lands, after the registered owner had

months, In every instance the titles
have been lifted in conuection with the
land in the centre. As to the land on
the outside, in almost every instance the
persons have availed themselves of the
opportunity of taking out a title; but I
understand there are some persons who

" have been content to renew their winer’s
' right from vear to year and to continue

successful in getting hold of very good .
' the knowledge that at a later time they

land in an inferior class; and there
ghould be some means of protecting the
interests of the State in securing that the
classifications are made with a reasonable
amount of accuracy. I hope that the
Premier, if he finds that he can do any-
thing in the way of legislation in that
line, will provide for it. I consider it is
more & matter of administration ; but I
am not prepared to say in what direction
it should go. At any rate it is a fact
that the land has not ahways been classi-
fied in the best interests of the State.

Mz. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder): I .
* time it would be beneficial to those per-

have to congratulate the Premier on the
amount, of knowledge which he displayed
concerning the blocks that are affected by

Clause 12 of this Bill. I would like to say

at the outset, in order that no erronecous
impression may gain ground, that in the

first place I am not interested in thiz matter
' two families registered for each guarter

to the extent of one farthing so far as
these blocks or their titles are concerned.

In addition to that, the persons who are !
came to the town of Boulder, and those

registered as the owners of the blocks
which were the subject of that petition,

to do so0, satisfied with thattitle and with

will be able tv make that freehold when
they have the money available. Then
the town of Boulder was going through
what may be termed a very serious slump.
The Government had drawn something
like £75,000 from the people there for
the sale of that lund in the centre. The
mine managers found that they had to
have more room for machinery, and a lot
of people resident on the leases had to
move. The Boulder Council took up the
question. ‘l'hey thought it would give
an impetus to the town, and at the same

sons moving, if this part marked green,
known as the town extension, were sub-
divided, and, so as not to give the late
comers any very greab beunefit over the
outskirts, they said: “We will grant
only 33ft. frontages.”” And then we had

of an acre. From that time may be
dated the first period of prosperity that

persons were registered for that land.
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The registration was effected because of |

a telegram which the Premier has read,
and I think it is sufficient for e to read
the fast portion of it. I may say that
Dr. Jameson has informed me that this
telegram was at the time sent by Mini-
sterial authority and signed by the Under
Secretary for Lunds. [MeMBER: What
date?] Perth, 7th December, 1898. [
will read it :—

In reply your wire to-day, I have held
matter over in hope of being able to devise
some scheme by which your wishes could be
met, but ind it impossible arrange for sale of
lots without going to aunction.

That is, although under the Mines Act
the Minister for Lands ¢could fix an upset
price for the blocks on the outskirts, he
had no power to fix an upset price for
this land on the town extension. The
Under Secretary for Lands says : —

Lots cannot be dealt with as residence areas
under Goldfields Act, because they are not
goldfields.

Or, in other words, beeause thev are
within a town boundary.

Thevefore, I can see nothing but to deal
with them as residential lots under regula-
tions gazetted 8th April last, copy of which
was sent in my letter 7th October, with some
modifications following.

These are the modifications :—

Holder to put his lot up to auction, with
value of improvements added, et eny time
during curvency of his holding. If this will
suit, the matter can be fixed up immediately.
Those were the expressed terms and con-
ditions on which the Government made
that land available, and it was upon those
termsand conditions that those persons be-
came possessed of those particular blocks.

M=z. Tavror: How long were they in
possession of thewn before that wire?

Mr. HOPKINS: They were not in
possession when that wire was sent.
Their possession dates from a time sub-
sequent to this.

Mr. Hastie: Who signed the wire?

Mr, HOPKINS: The wire was signed
under Miaisterial authority by R. Ceeil
Clifton, Under Secretary for Lands. I
wish to be perfectly clear and distinct on
it, because I view the matter in this way :
If it had been myself who owned that
land, instead of the Government, and I
had made it available for those four
hundred and odd persons on the terms
stipulated in that telegram, and if, when
they came to me 12 months afterwards,
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or at a later period, and asked for the
title, I had turned round and said, “I
cannot give vou a title,” what would they
have thought of me ? I undertake to say
that even this House would look with
consternation upon anything of that sort,
any firm parting with property and not
carrving out the obligations it had
entered into. I am perfectly disinterested
in the matter. I say that those persons
have been most unfairly dealt with right
from the very beginning, because they
have been hatassed from the day they took
the lund up right up to the present time.
Men who had struggled hard to establish
homes there found them on the verge
of forfeiture. Some even found themn
forfeited. And then, on representations
made to the Lands Department —-probably
the most generous department «in the
State—the department was good enough,
I think in most instances, to see the
justice of the claims made; and those
persuns were reinstated. Butnevertheless,
I saw an instance not long since of one of
those properties beiug forced on the
market, where the title was taken as
worthless; and the holder had to sacrifice
his home because he was going away, and
in his ubsence it would have been forfeited.

Memezr: Could henotobtain possession
under a miner’s right ?

Mr. HOPKINS: No. Miners’ rights
do not apply to such holdings. All the
petition asks is that the Miuister shall fix
his own price for a certain number of the
blocks, and that they be sold by aunction.
But if anyone who holds a block prefer to
go on paying his £1 a year, by all means
let him do so. However, it often happens
that such a man has to shift, perhaps to
look for work ; and if it can e provided
that by paying the nominal rent which
should be asked for a place in a sandy
desert he may secure a title and go away

* with an easy mind, such provision should

be made.

Mgr. Tavror: The principle should
apply evervwhere.

Mg. HOPKINS: I do not think the
Bill contemplates that its application
should be general. There are two parties
to the confract—the Government on one
side and the lessee on the other; and all
the lessees ask is that the obligations
entered into shall be faithfully vespected.
The titles need not he issued until the
people buy the land by public anction
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and pay for it; and in what fairer way 1 knowledge required to answer inmedi-

could they take possession of property?
Had I known this Bill was coming before
the House to-night, I should have taken
the trouble to look up extracts from the
local Press; but this is now impossible.
I may say, however, regarding my action
since the petition was Iaid on the table,
the matter is one in which I am not
interested to the extent of ome far-
thing. I have no persoanl interests to
serve. But while T am a member
of this House, I do not care who
the petitioners may be, whether in my
own district or outside, I shall always
feel there is an obligation on me to see
that justice is done to every section of
the communitv. And in this instance I
am sure that to those who have listened
to what the Premier had to say and to
my own explanation, it i1z perfectly clear
that the Government have an obligation
to fulfil. an obligation which cannot
faithfully be carried out save by the
ameadment provided in this Bill.

Mr. H. J. YELVERTON (Sussex)”
With regard to Clauses 6, 7, and 8, 1
should like some farther explanation
from the Premier. From what I gather

from the clauses, they are intended to .

prevent the cutting of immature timber,
or rather of timber under the standard
prescribed by the regulations for the
time being in force. If the object be to
prevent the cutting of immature timber.
I should like to say that there is much
timber on thogse timber areas which,
although not perhaps of the standard
size, should yet be cut, because it will
never mature. It has a certain value,
and should be cut out; and with regard
to piles, it should be judiciously thinned.
I am not guite clear, and should like the
Premier to esplain, whether these clauses
mean the entire prohibition of cutting
piles, balks, and poles ?

Tuee PreEMier: That depends on the
standard size fized.

Me. YELVERTON: But will their
cutting be entirely prevented ?

Tre PrEMier: No. The size will be
preseribed in the license.

Me. YELVERTON : Butthe standard
size, as now laid down by the regulations,
is gix feet in girth. That is nothing like
the diameter of a pole, ot of a pileeither.

Tuare PremIer: We shall have to pre-
seribe the size. I havenot the techunical

ately.

M=r. YELVERTON : We should not
entirely prohibit the cutting of poles,
piles, and balks; because a forest wmay
be judicicusly deprived of wood suitable
for piles, and what is left will ultimately
be much improved when matured, and
will becowne really good timber. I fully
acknowledge that the areas should be
protected, and that the voung timber
should not be cut out; but I say we
should wuse a little common sense in
dealing with this problem. With regard
to Clause 9, which provides that the rent
of timber leases shall be paid in equal
half-vearly instulments, on the first days
of Jauuvary and June in every year, I
would ask why the timber lessees are to
be dealt with differently from other
lessees ?

Tae Peemier: This does not apply to
leases already granted. :

Mz. YELVERTON : Well, why should
not futore timber lessees have the privi-
leges given to those who leuse lands on
other tenures ?

Tre Premikr: The other lessees are
poor and struggling.

Mr. YELVERTON: Many timber

. lessees are poor and struggling, and I

think they should have the same exten-
sion of time granted them, and the same
opportunities of preserving their leases,
as are enjoyed by other State tenants.

. Regarding Clause 14, which deals also

with the timber question, I do not under-
stand why it should appear in the Bill;
because at this very time one may apply
to the Forestry Department for the right
to cut timber over any of their reserves,
and one is as a rule granted that right at
certain rates—1s. a load for matuved
timber, and so much per foot for poles
and balks; yet here iz a special clause
dealing with the question: I do not
know why, seeing that the right is now
granted. Again ] say, we should in some
way grant people the right to cub over
those reserves, and, as I have said, judi-
¢iously to thin out the poles.

On motion by Mz. Preorr, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at twelve
minutes pagt 10 o'clock, until the next
Tuesday.



